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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING OF OAKHAM TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 12th APRIL 2026 AT 6.00 P.M. IN THE TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr: C Nix (Chair), 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:	M Palmer (Admin Asst) and forty-five members of the public, including a member of the press and Rob Persani (Rutland & Stamford Sound) and Oakham Town Councillors.
Cllr Nix opened the meeting and welcomed all present.
26024: Cllr Nix read out the following: 
When one first takes office, one imagines a year of engagements, meetings and ceremonies — but what you cannot fully appreciate until living it, is the immense pride that comes from representing such a remarkable town and community. From my first engagement, Opening the May Dance at Catmose Primary School, to the most recent outing, representing Oakham at Buckingham palace, it has been an honour and a privilege throughout. 
This year has been filled with countless memorable occasions, and above all, opportunities to meet the extraordinary people who make Oakham such a special place to live.
One of the most profound aspects of the Mayoral year has been attending so many military and commemorative events throughout the county and beyond. These occasions remind us not only of the sacrifices made by previous generations, but also of the continuing importance of remembrance, service and duty in modern life.
This year’s Remembrance commemorations were particularly poignant. Standing together as a community in silent reflection is always moving, but during this 80th anniversary year of VE Day, there was an even deeper sense of gratitude and reflection. We were reminded that peace and freedom were hard won, and that the debt we owe to those who served can never truly be repaid.
Among the most moving moments of the year for me personally was the laying of white orchids at Rocks By Rail on one of the original steam locomotives “Singapore” deployed to the Far East during WWII, in remembrance of the soldiers of the “Forgotten Army”. Their courage, endurance and sacrifice too often overlooked in the wider narrative of the Second World War, and it was an honour to pay tribute to them on behalf of our community.
Merchant Navy Day also provided an important opportunity to recognise those who served — and continue to serve — at sea, often in dangerous and demanding circumstances, sustaining our nation through conflict and peacetime alike.
Another unforgettable occasion was attending Beating the Retreat at Rockingham Castle, accompanied by both the Royal Anglian Corps of Drums and the Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas. The spectacle, discipline and tradition on display made for a truly stirring evening and served as a reminder of the enduring ceremonial heritage of our armed forces.
But it wasn’t all military matters: Equally fascinating was attending the biennial Justice Ceremony at Oakham Castle and witnessing a criminal trial being held within the historic grounds, a ceremony that has continued, uninterrupted, every two years, since 1229. It was a powerful reminder of the continuity of justice and civic life in Rutland across many centuries, and of the remarkable heritage we are fortunate to be a part of.
Of course, civic life is not only about ceremony and remembrance. It is also about community, enjoyment and bringing people together. The summer band concerts in Cutts Close Park were once again a tremendous success. Week after week, residents and visitors gathered to enjoy wonderful performances in a relaxed, welcoming, and largely dry setting. It has been heartening to see so many people enjoying these events together, and I would like to thank everyone involved in organising and supporting them.
I would also like to recognise the tremendous efforts of the UK Town of Culture bid team, who have done such outstanding work, on the tightest of deadlines, in championing Oakham and Rutland. They have truly been “banging the drum” for our community, showcasing the creativity, heritage and spirit that make this area unique. Regardless of outcomes, their work has already brought enormous energy and positivity to the town.
There has also been significant and important work undertaken to explore the future of Victoria Hall. Many people throughout the community will appreciate the importance of that building — not only historically, but as a focal point at the heart of town. I am encouraged by the progress made toward saving and revitalising the Hall, aiming for a renewed beating-heart of the community, and I very much hope we will see these plans move forward during 2026 and 2027.
Similarly exciting is the project to return the Ichthyosaur and Roman Mosaic to the Rutland County Museum, alongside the wider developments and technological advancements for the building. This is a hugely important cultural opportunity for the county and one which I know will inspire residents and visitors alike for generations to come.
No Mayor serves alone, and I have been fortunate to receive kindness, support and friendship from so many people throughout the year. My thanks go out to the Office staff of OTC for their support, organisation and diligence even through trying times, and also to my fellow OTC councillors, who generously sacrifice their free time for the betterment of Oakham.
My sincere thanks go to Dr Sarah Furness for her considerate, warm-hearted support and encouragement at so many civic occasions. The work she does for the Oakham and wider Rutland community is staggering, and it has been a pleasure to share a space with someone so passionate for our small piece of England. I would also like to thank the outgoing High Sheriff, Richard Chesterfield, for his friendship, good humour, and service over the past year, and to offer my very best wishes to the incoming High Sheriff, Mrs Susannah Fish, ably assisted by the ever-excellent Under-Sheriff, Peter Lawson.
I would also like to thank Councillor David Ainslie and Councillor Andrew Brown for their companionship and consistently good-humoured conversation at the many civic engagements we have attended together throughout the year. Public life is made infinitely easier — and considerably more enjoyable — by the company we keep.
Finally, I would like to thank the residents of Oakham. Serving as your Mayor has been an immense honour and one that I shall always cherish.
It has been a wonderful reminder, in all my engagements this year, that Oakham may be small in size, but it is immense in character, history and heart, and truly embodies the county motto – Multum In Parvo.
Thank you.


26025: DEPUTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:  
Adrian Wilkinson – Chair of Oakham Bowls Club presented the following:
OAKHAM BOWLING CLUB

BRIEFING PAPER TO OTC MEETING – TUESDAY 12TH MAY 2026

1. INTRODUCTION

My name is Adrian Wilkinson, Chairman of the Oakham Bowling Club and I am here, to present this paper, representing the views and general feelings of the Members of that Club.

This follows a meeting of the OTC on 29th April 2026, when it was agreed to undertake a “Feasibility and Re-development Strategy” for Oakham’s sports facilities.

May I say from the outset that we, as a Club, were disappointed that we were not given advance notice of the Council’s intentions to change the landscape of Council owned land at The Vale in Oakham.  Given that we have held the lease for many years, one might have thought, out of courtesy, the club would have been informed of the Council’s intentions.

2. CLUB HISTORY:       Mr Chairman and fellow councillors, it might be useful, for your consideration, to understand the very proud history of our Club.

a. The Club was formed in 1910, so is now in its 116th year of existence.

b. It is a most friendly and welcoming Club.

c. We have a strong membership of over 100 members.

d. We have Open Days every year, the next being on Saturday 16th May, when, as always new members are recruited.

e. We encourage all genders and age groups alike, although the majority of our members are of the ‘older generation’ of the Town.  It is beneficial for both physical and mental health, friendship and combats loneliness.

f. The summer season is extremely busy with fixtures involving teams from Rutland and the Leicestershire areas.  Throughout the year we are visited by many hundreds of bowlers and friends from the counties of Rutland, Leicestershire, Lincolnshire and beyond.
g. In previous years fixtures have been arranged with touring sides from within the UK, including prestigious matches against Bowls England, other counties such as Buckinghamshire, Leicestershire, Devon & Norfolk and also a visit from a Scottish touring team. These matches are based on the reputation of our club.

h. Next year we have a fixture arranged with a team from Disability Bowls England and are greatly looking forward to their visit.

i. We have adapted our bowling green to enable disabled people to participate in our sport, and we are very proud that one of our members is a Disability Bowls England International player.  

j. Some of our matches are arranged specifically to raise funds for various local charities, EMICS, Air Ambulance and Heart Foundation, for which we have attained a highly favourable reputation.

k. Other social events are held throughout the year for members, family and friends.

l. From the points highlighted, you can see how much this benefits the local community and especially the town of Oakham.

3. CLUBHOUSE & GROUNDS

a. The clubhouse is maintained to a high standard by club members.

b. In recent times we have laid a new floor, installed a new boiler and fitted new blinds.  These improvements have cost in the region of £20,000 and all paid for by the Club at no cost to the Council.

c. A recent survey conducted by the Council in 2025 confirmed that the Club is well maintained and the Council was impressed by its findings.

d. We maintain the green to a high standard covering all costs in the region of £8000 per annum and last year purchased new machinery in excess of £10,000. The location of the green and its facilities are admired by all who visit the Club and is the envy of many teams.

e. We remain an independent Club and are totally committed to being so.




4. CONSIDERATIONS AND DELIBERATIONS

We ask what considerations were given to such an important matter?

a. May I say, following a publication by the Local Democracy Reporter on Friday last, that this proposed project appears to be driven by just two of your Councillors, one of whom acted as Deputy Chairman, when this decision was made.  Further, and not surprisingly, he had the casting vote when the Town Council were undecided in their decision.  It really begs the question, is it really right that a minority of Councillors can determine what is best for the people of Oakham.

b. It is noted from the Extraordinary meeting that 2 Councillors voted in favour of the item under consideration, 2 Abstained and 1 voted Against.  May we respectfully appeal to those Councillors who Abstained, to seriously consider their future options on such an important matter and register any future vote for the benefit of the Townspeople of Oakham.  

c. Further, has the feasibility study gone out to tender?

d. The cost involved for such a study has been estimated as £25,000.  Surely this could be better spent in assisting the adjoining Tennis Club, who submitted a report to the Oakham Town Council in 2024, seeking your financial support to replace their pavilion.  That would be money well spent, rather than another report, which achieves nothing physical.

e. Do you agree that we have an agreement from the Town Council meeting held on 13th February 2019, to extend our lease until 2038?   This letter was signed by Alison Greaves, Town Clark, dated 28th May 2019.

f. May we please have a copy of the Land Deeds for the land we occupy?

g. It is understood that when the owner of the land, Mr Charles Matkin, former local and very much respected businessman, sold/donated the land in question, his intention was that the ground should be kept for sporting facilities.

h. Another consideration, way back in 2005, was that the land was potentially a flood plain and therefore unsuitable for housing.

i. If the council remove us from the ground, are they going to relocate us and provide first class facilities as we have now?  We want to remain an independent club, one that is always available for members of the public to bowl if they so wished.

j. I appreciate, Mr Chairman, that you may not be in possession of all the answers sought tonight, and we are more than happy to await your responses.  We also note that this decision was taken in your absence and that full Council members were not present.

k. We warmly extend an invitation to any of the Town Council members to witness firsthand the benefits extended to the local community at our Club.


5. CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS

a. In conclusion, may I end on a personal note.  I was a former playing member of Oakham Cricket Club and a founder playing member of Oakham United Football Club in the 1950s and 60s.   I joined OBC 5 years ago and found them to be a very well run and organised club.  They are most welcoming and supportive and I can honestly say in all my sporting experience, Oakham Bowling Club has proved to be one of the best.

b. We strongly recommend to the Oakham Town Council that you seriously consider the implications of your proposals and that you abandon such actions.

c. We would be most grateful for an early reply in response to the requests made under Item 4 (a) to (g) inclusive.


I thank you for your time and have a copy of my report for your records.

Councillor Ainsley responded to say that the publication of the exempt information was misleading and did not reflect the true position of the council.
BC – What is the cost of the feasibility study? Why was the decision made when the chairman of the council was away. He also stated he had no faith in the judgements being made by OTC.
PH – Reiterated how upset the bowling and tennis club members are regarding the decision to carry out this study, wanted to understand the whole project. Where did OTC feel that the clubs could be relocated. Information is deemed difficult to access. 
Chair responded – A robust public consultation phase will be carried out. Chair advised that all information would be available on OTC website including these minutes.
EC – Outlined the benefits and membership of the Tennis Club. EC has had to battle to get the council to attend meetings to discuss the situation, confirmed that this has changed recently with meetings being set up by the office. EC would like to see the original covenant of the land.  
Chair stated that it is not in the council’s interest to upset people.
VS Outlined the impact the loss of these facilities would have on people’s physical and mental wellbeing.
Chair advised that he would approach the office to organise a more collaborative joint meeting with the bowls and tennis club.
MB – Statement regarding publication of information and stated that he did not publish any information that he should not have done
PM – Financial discussion around roof costs, use of exempt for full council, princess avenue building agenda items changing.  Why is council information being carried out under exempt being plastered all over facebook.  Referred council back to neighbourhood plans and restrictions therein that are in contrast to selling land for building houses (again this fact was refuted by council).

MB – Denied giving misinformation to the public.  Made it very clear that council has not passed any other motion in regard to this, and that council have not followed process.

BC – Appalling process, lack of democracy, senses disquiet and dissatisfaction in the chair and called for Cllr Ainsley to resign.  Feels that he has let the town and residents down.

NH – Financial analysis – what was the reason for the feasibility study?  How can the town solve these issues?
CN – Advised the room that the council does have councillor vacancies and called for support from the residents.
SAW – Can the vote to spend the money on the feasibility study be reconsidered?
CN – Advised this will be considered.
JW – Requested council puts a halt on the expenditure for the study due to the strength of feeling from residents.
VS – How to access information – Chair responded we will provide the best answers we are able and will publish on the website.
NU – Infrastructure is a consideration that needs to be forefront of decisions.
JG- Friends of the Museum – The Sea Dragon – can OTC assist with bringing this to the museum in light of the decision made by RCC not to.
MB – Stated that he does not believe due process has been followed in the matter of the feasibility study.  Will be asking the internal auditor if the vote was taken correctly.
JH – Requested residents to consider applying for council as we still have vacancies.
	PM – Thanked the council for the music being provided in the summer.
	Cllr Nix thanked the attendees and closed the meeting.


DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING:  
Tuesday 11th May 2027 Annual Town Meeting

Meeting Finished 19:18 






Signed………………………………………………………………. Date……………….
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