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Oakham Town Council 
Rol House, Long Row, Oakham, Rutland, LE15 6LN 01572 723627 

enquiries@oakhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

www.oakhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

 
 

 

An EXTRAORDINARY MEETING of the TOWN COUNCIL was held on Wednesday 7th October 2026 

at 7.00pm at the Council Offices and was attended by the following: 

 

Chairman:   Cllr M. Brookes 

 

Town Councillors: Cllr D. Romney, Cllr J. Perry, Cllr B. Callaghan, Cllr A. Padmore, Cllr C. Nix, 

Cllr SA Wadsworth, Cllr C. Clark 

 

In Attendance: 0 members of the public  

 

Locum Clerk/Minutes: Samantha Haywood 

 

 

ITEM MINUTE VOTE / 

ACTION 

26168. 

 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

 Cllr Ainsley and Cllr Harris - personal.   

IT WAS RESOLVED that Council accept the apologies.  

 

Proposed:DR 

Seconded:BC 

All in favour 

26169. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND DISPENSATIONS 

 

 None received.  

 

  

26170.  DEPUTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC - OPEN MEETING 

 

 None.    
 

26171. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

 IT WAS RESOLVED that Council approve the minutes of the Extraordinary Full Council 

meeting held on 02.09.26 and that they be signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate 

record.  

 

IT WAS RESOLVED that Council approve the minutes of the Ordinary Full Council meeting 

held on 09.09.26 and that they be signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record.  

 

Proposed:BC 

Seconded:JP 
6 for, 2 abstentions 

Clerk  

 
Proposed:BC 

Seconded:DR 
7 for, 1 abstention 

Clerk  

26172.  INVOICES FOR PAYMENT 

 

 IT WAS RESOLVED that Council approve the Blachere Illumination UK Ltd invoice for 

payment as detailed below. 

 

IT WAS RESOLVED that Council approve the other invoices for payment as detailed 

below: 

Proposed:SAW 

Seconded:MB 
All in favour 

 
Proposed:DR 

Seconded:MB 
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All in favour 
Clerk 
 

26173. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

 IT WAS RESOLVED that Council note the date of the next Full Council meeting as 

14.10.26 at 6.30pm.  

 

 Clerk / All 

26174. RECRUITMENT ADVERTISING 

 

 IT WAS RESOLVED that Council approve the Staffing Committee recommendation for the 

proposed advertising platforms for each of the four officer vacancies, including paid 

advertising with NALC at £100+VAT and SLCC at £124 +VAT, total £896 + VAT to be 

taken from the HR budget.   

 

Proposed:DR 

Seconded:MB 

All in favour 

Clerk 

 

26175. EVENTS WORKING GROUP – CHRISTMAS LIGHT SWITCH-ON 
 

 IT WAS RESOLVED that Council note the notes of the Events Working Group meeting 

held on 17.09.26.  

 

 

26176. CHRISTMAS LIGHT SWITCH-ON BUDGET 
 

 Clarity was needed on the Christmas lights budget as Council agreed 02/26-16 that 

£9,141.96, being the unspent budget for 2025/26, be transferred to the 2026/27 budget.  

Council approved the transfer to the Christmas Decorations 2026/27 budget - £6,094.64 

from reserves and £5,000 from capital expenditure, general reserves £1,094.64 representing 

the unspent funds from the previous two years. These figures do not add up to the £9,141.96 

minuted either. This was not actioned and included within the 2026/27 budget. The budget 

only has £35k for the event from CIL and £4,514 as funds carried forward.  

 

The Clerk reminded Council that money should not routinely be carried forward. Each 

underspend should be reviewed at year-end to establish why the expenditure did not take 

place, whether the original purpose remains valid, and whether the funds should be returned 

to general reserves or transferred to an appropriately authorised earmarked reserve. This 

approach supports sound financial management, transparency and accountability to local 

taxpayers. It also ensures that future budgets and the precept are based on realistic 

expenditure forecasts rather than the automatic repetition of previous allocations. 
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The Clerk expressed concern that the £39,514 allocated for the Christmas lights and switch-

on event seemed excessive and emphasised that every effort will be made to reduce the 

overall cost. 

 

IT WAS RESOLVED that Council approve: 

 

• Giving the Clerk delegated power to spend, within the agreed budgets, due to the 

lateness in arranging the Christmas event to ensure it is able to be held.  

• No extra budget to be allocated as it was felt the current budget of £35k and £4,514 

was sufficient.  

• The Events Working Group to review stall fees for the 2027 event for food and 

drink vendors as it was felt the current fee is too low. A proposal to be drafted and 

brought back to Council for approval.  

• The Events Working Group, in conjunction with the Clerk, to review all event 

forms and policies and bring any suggested amendments to Council for approval.  

• The Chairman to liaise with the Clerk once the Christmas light provider has given a 

breakdown of what new additional decorations can be provided within the 

£9,141.96 budget and the Clerk to have delegated power to purchase if felt they 

would be good value for money and improve the display.  

• All future Christmas events are to be arranged at the start of each year rather than 

leaving it last minute.  

 

A vote of thanks was passed to the Chairman, Cllr Wadsworth, Officer Liz Wackett and the 

Clerk for all their hard work on arranging the Christmas event, particularly with it being so 

late on in the year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposed:DR 

Seconded:CN 

All in favour 

Clerk / MB / 

SAW  

 

 

The meeting closed at 7.49 pm.  

  

 

Chairman …………………………………………….………………. Date: ……………………………… 

    
 


