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2 External auditor limited assurance opinion 2025/26  
 
Except for the matters reported below on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return, in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return is in accordance with the Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention 
giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.  
A review of the council's website, the finance section and using the search function, has identified that the council 
does not appear to have fully met the requirement of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, Section 13(1) 
which states that the final audited Annual Governance and Accountability Return should, on conclusion of the 
audit, be available for public access, which includes publication on the council's website.  
The AGAR is published on the website.  
 
The council amended Sections 1 and 2 of their 2024/25 return year during the 2024/25 review process however 
only the original version of Section 1 is visible on the council's website. In addition, the Notice of Conclusion for 
2024/25 has not been published as is required by Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015. The 
council should bring these points into line with the regulations as soon as practically possible.  
A lot of work has been done in improving publication of documents, and this will continue moving forwards.  
2024/25 AGAR - correct version will be loaded to the website.  
Notice of Conclusion of audit - 25/26 has been published. Council will ensure all future notices are published. 
 
We identified during our review of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return that box 9 of the prior year 
column (2025) on Section 2 -Accounting Statements did not agree to the figures provided on the 2024/25 form. No 
explanation was provided for this amendment, and neither the column nor the box have been marked as 'Restated' 
to bring it to the attention of the reader. This is a breach of proper practices and as a result a 'No' response should 
have been provided at Assertion 1 on the 2025/26 Annual Governance Statement. As the figures for the 2026 year 
appear to be correctly stated we do not believe this should impact the 2026/27 return.  
Noted. 
 
Information to complete our intermediate testing was not provided on request, however we were able to satisfy our 
review using supporting information obtain from the website. The parish council should in future ensure that all the 
necessary supporting information is provided with their annual submission. This is a repeated issue, but we note 
that the council has confirmed within its AGAR form that it has not implemented all points raised in the reports of 
its auditors. 
Disputed as we made a full submission. It is very common for auditors to request further info. We submitted what 
was asked for. There is no way we can know what additional info the auditor requires. When the auditor emailed 
asking for further info, this was supplied.  
 
Boxes 1-6 of Section 2 of the AGAR do not arithmetically add down to box 7 by £1 when summed. When rounding 
the numbers for the return care should be taken to ensure boxes 1-6 sum to box 7 in accordance paragraph 2.20 of 
SAPPP Practitioners' Guide 2025 and that box 7 agrees or reconciles to box 8 as is required per Paragraph 2.24 of 
SAPPP Practitioners' Guide 2025. We identified during our review of the Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return that box 6 of the prior year column (2025) on Section 2 - Accounting Statements did not agree to the figure 
provided on last year's form by £1. In revising box 6 for the comparative year, boxes 1-6 no longer cast down to the 
figure in box 7 by £1. 
Noted. The guidelines state that £1 rounding is acceptable. It is also inevitable a lot of the time.  
 
The council provided an explanation for the variance on Box 4 on Section 2 of the AGAR from the prior year to the 
current year. Whilst the explanation was reasonable, no values were initially provided in order to support the 
movement. These were later provided on request. The parish council should in future ensure that all the necessary 
supporting financial information is provided with their annual submission.  
 
 
 
 



 
Disputed as this is concerning staff salaries. As this is confidential info and the audit docs have to be published 
then I consider it not appropriate. However, we will in future email this info with our submission where applicable. 
It is also difficult sometimes as the auditor requires an explanation of variances and each one seems to want 
something different so it can be difficult to ascertain the exact info they require. For example, I always give a 
complete breakdown by nominal of the differences along with the figures but I am then asked for further info. A lot 
of the time there is no further info I can give. Better guidelines or a template should be provided by the auditor as to 
exactly what they want.  
 
Please note that the Annual Governance Statements and Accounting Statements were not sent to us with the 
initial submission. Please would you ensure these documents are included within the initial submission going 
forwards.  
Agree.  
 
On review of the council's website on 30 June 2026, which was during the council's public rights period, it was 
identified that the website did not include a copy of the AGAR documents as required to meet the Accounts and 
Audit Regulations 2015, Section 15(2). This was later uploaded to the website, but but the public rights period was 
not re-commenced. In future, the council should ensure that all information required is published on the council's 
website for the entire public rights period.  
Agree. 
 
We would anticipate the council responding 'No' to Assertion 4 on its 2026/27 Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return. The Internal Auditor has answered 'No' to several control objectives and the council have 
also correctly reflected 'No' to several assertions on the Annual Governance Statement. This demonstrates 
continuing issues during the year with regards to lack of controls, compliance, governance, monitoring, and 
reporting. The internal Auditor has also noted some improvements and we are aware that the council has plans in 
place to resolve these and we expect to see these plans fully actioned in 2026/27. 
Agree. The auditor was sent details of all the improvements we have made/are making.  
 
 


