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MINUTES OF AN EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF OAKHAM TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 29th APRIL 2026 AT 6.40 P.M. IN THE TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS ROL HOUSE LONG ROW OAKHAM LE15 6LN.
IN ATTENDANCE: Cllrs: P Ainsley (Deputy Chair), C Clark, S Wadsworth, J Harris, M Brookes & J Nichols.
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:	C Evans (Clerk), Melanie Palmer and one member of the public.
Cllr Ainsley opened the meeting and welcomed all present. He went on to state:
For the duration of this evening's meeting and IAW Standing Orders para 3i, and as Chairman I waive the requirement to stand when speaking unless you wish to do so. 

04/26–01 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: C Nix (Chair), Cllr Padmore sent apologies.  Proposed acceptance by Cllr Wadsworth and seconded by Cllr Clark. Carried.

04/26–02 DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS AND APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATION:  Reminder to Members to disclose either a Pecuniary Interest or Other Interest in any item on the agenda.  The clerk cannot advise members on this. Members are personally responsible for declaring an interest. Members are respectfully advised to read the Code of Conduct for more information. Councillors are also responsible for ensuring that their Registers of Interests are up to date (within 28 days of any changes) 
Cllr Clark registered a non-pecuniary interest in Item 15.

04/26-03 DEPUTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:  An opportunity for members of the public to speak in accordance with Standing Orders 1 (d)- 1(i). 
None.

[bookmark: _Hlk224555088]04/26-04 MINUTES: The minutes from the Full Council Meeting on the 8th of April 2026, acceptance proposed by Cllr Brookes and seconded by Cllr Wadsworth, Carried.

04/26-05 PAYROLL PROVIDER APPROVAL: To approve the provision of the payroll provider.
Council approved expenditure of £1,173 for DCK Payroll solutions charged to budget Office and Toilet Consumables for FYE 2027 and that the RFO certifies that the expenditure falls within the budget
It was proposed by Cllr Wadsworth and seconded by Cllr Brookes. Carried.

04/26-06 HR SERVICES APPROVAL: To approve the provision of the HR services provider.  
Council approved expenditure of £125/month with Local Government Resource Centre charged to budget Office and Toilet Consumables for FYE 2027 and that the RFO certifies that the expenditure falls within the budget
Proposed by Cllr Brookes and seconded by Cllr Wadsworth. Carried.

04/26-07 PUBLIC SPACES BOOKING FORM: To consider, and approve, the adoption of the policy.  Cllr Brookes proposed that the office send a copy to our insurers for ratification, Cllr Nichols requested a freeform text box to be added to the form asking for any other risks to be identified.  Proposed by Cllr Brookes and seconded by Cllr Clark. Carried.

04/26-08 SAFEGUARDING AND VULNERABLE ADULTS’ POLICY: To consider and approve the policy.  Council accepts this needs to be implemented but have requested the office to ascertain indicative costs required to increase the budget to achieve the required level of cover detailed.  Information to be brought to Full Council on 13th May 2026. Proposed by Cllr Ainsley and seconded by Cllr Wadsworth, 1 against. Carried.

04/26-09 EVENTS:  To approve the expenditure for advertising and the list of bands for the summer concerts. Cllr Ainsley suggested an amendment that council would approve subject to Safeguarding and Vulnerable Adults Policy being in place.
Council approved expenditure of £9110 expenditure as detailed in the accompanying paper charged to the events budget for FYE 2027 and that the RFO certifies that the expenditure falls within the budget
Proposed by Cllr Wadsworth and seconded by Cllr Nichols. Carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk224555985]04/26-10 GRANT APPLICATION:  To consider a grant application for repairs to All Saints Church Clock.  The amount requested exceeds our total grant budget.  Cllr Ainsley amended the proposal to offer a grant of £500 subject to work being completed. 
Council approved expenditure of £500 expenditure as detailed in the grant application for repairs to the All Saints Church Clock charged to the grants budget for FYE 2027 and that the RFO certifies that the expenditure falls within the budget
Proposed by Cllr Ainsley and seconded by Cllr Nichols. Carried.

04/26-11 RIALTAS: To seek approval for Oakham Town Council to employ Rialtas at a cost of £980.00 to provide reassurance on moving accounting from Receipts & Payments to Income & Expenditure as advised as proper practice.
Council approved expenditure of £980 expenditure as detailed in the accompanying paper charged to the office budget for FYE 2027 and that the RFO certifies that the expenditure falls within the budget
Proposed by Cllr Nichols and seconded by Cllr Clark. Carried.

04/26-12: MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION IN PRIVATE 
To resolve that the press and public be excluded from the meeting during   consideration of the following items on the grounds that they relate to individuals and the financial affairs of persons. 
This information is classed as exempt under paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of Schedule 12A to Section 100A of the Local Government Act 
Proposed by Cllr Brookes. Seconded by Cllr Clark. Passed. 

8:25pm Cllr Ainsley proposed an extension to 9pm seconded by Cllr Wadsworth. Carried.

04/26-13 SPORTS FEASABILITY AND REDEVELOPMENT STUDY: To consider the following items and to use £10k from UKSPF and £15k from reserves to fund the study.

1. To approve the commencement of Phase 1 feasibility work, as described in the confidential document Sports Facilities Feasibility & Redevelopment Strategy.
Proposed by Cllr Ainsley and seconded by Cllr Clark. Carried.

2. To approve the use of funds from the £10,000 from the UK Shared Prosperity Fund with the balance of £15,000 to come from general reserves to support Phase 1 activities, including feasibility studies, site search, valuation, development appraisal, planning feasibility, and associated professional advice.
Proposed by Cllr Ainsley and seconded by Cllr Clark. Carried.

3. To approve the procurement approach set out in the strategy document, including the use of direct appointment where justified under the Council’s Financial Regulations. Withdrawn.
4. That any decision to move beyond Phase 1 must be referred to Full Council for approval. Proposed by Cllr Ainsley and seconded by Cllr Clark. 2 Abstentions Carried.
5. To authorise the Town Clerk to undertake early, neutral engagement with the Tennis and Bowls Clubs, informing them that feasibility work is commencing and that no decisions have been made. Proposed by Cllr Ainsley and seconded by Cllr Clark. 2 Abstentions, 1 Against Carried.
  
04/26-14 PRINCESS AVENUE DANCE STUDIO: For council to support the email sent to the Dance Studio on Wednesday 22nd April. 
It was suggested that Oakham Town Council does not extend the lease which is due to expire on 30th April 2026.  It was also proposed that correspondence should be sent by the office to the lessee advising that we are requesting them to vacate the premises by 30th May 2026, however if they are willing to comply with the payment terms in the email sent on the 22nd April 2026 then OTC would look to extend their lease on the condition that the payment agreement was adhered to. If the lessee vacates the premises on the 30th of May OTC will require them to pay outstanding monies owed.  Proposed by Cllr Clark. Seconded by Cllr Nichols. Carried.

8:58pm Cllr Ainsley proposed an extension to 9:30pm seconded by Cllr Wadsworth. Carried.

04/26-15 STAFFING ARRANGEMENTS: Oakham Town Council has received correspondence from the Deputy Clerks appointed solicitor requesting that the Council consider a settlement agreement as per the terms and conditions of the contract with the Council.
1. It was proposed that Council agrees to delegate out to Staffing Committee to negotiate a settlement with the Deputy Clerk that is approved by both parties concerned and bring to full council
2. Staffing Committee numbers should be increased The following councillors were appointed to the Staffing Committee Cllrs Nicols, Harris and Brookes.
Proposed by Cllr Clark and seconded by Cllr Ainsley. Carried.

.



DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday 13th May 2026.

Meeting Finished 21:15.






Signed………………………………………………………………. Date……………….
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