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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 13th MAY 2026 AT 6.30 P.M. IN THE TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
IN ATTENDANCE: Cllrs: C Nix (Chair), P Ainsley (Deputy Chair), C Clark, J Nichols, S Wadsworth, J Harris, M Brookes and A Padmore
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:	M Palmer (Admin Asst) and five members of the public.
Cllr Nix opened the meeting and welcomed all present.


26001.   ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN: Cllr Brookes nominated himself, Cllr Padmore nominated Cllr Ainsley.  Cllr Ainsley declined the invitation. Cllr Brookes nominated himself, Cllr Harris proposed, Cllr Wandsworth seconded. 1 Abstention. CARRIED.

26002.   DECLARATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE: Signing of paperwork

26003. URGENT ITEM: Item 15.1 explanation was read out.
“Members, before we move on, I need to draw your attention to an urgent matter affecting the council’s statutory functions. As you know, the Town Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer is currently on long‑term sick leave. This leaves the council without a designated RFO, which is a statutory post under Section 151 of the Local Government Act 1972.
Without an appointed RFO, the council cannot lawfully administer its finances, process payments, or progress the annual governance and accountability return. This is not a situation we can allow to continue.
For that reason, I am asking members to agree to take an urgent item of business this evening. The urgency is clear: the council must have a Responsible Financial Officer in place to meet its legal obligations and ensure continuity of financial administration.
If members agree to take the urgent item, we will then consider the paper circulated, and move to appoint a temporary RFO until the substantive postholder returns or the council resolves otherwise.”


26004.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: To receive and approve apologies for  
     absence NONE.

26005.  DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS AND APPLICATIONS FOR
    DISPENSATION: Reminder to Members to disclose either a Pecuniary Interest or
    Other Interest in any item on the agenda. The clerk cannot advise members on this.
    Members are personally responsible for declaring an interest. Members are
    respectfully advised to read the Code of Conduct for more information. Councillors are
    also responsible for ensuring that their Registers of Interests are up to date (within 28
    days of any changes) None Declared.

26006.  ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN: No acceptances for office – FALLEN.

[bookmark: _Hlk86747796]26007.  DEPUTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:  An opportunity for members of the public to speak in accordance with Standing Orders 1 (d)- 1(i) None.

26008.  UPDATE FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR: NONE

26009.  COUNCIL MINUTES:
   To confirm the accuracy of the minutes from the Full Council Meeting on the 8th of April 2026 Cllr Wadsworth proposed acceptance, Cllr Clark seconded Cllrs Nix and Padmore abstained. CARRIED, and the minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 29th April 2026. Cllrs Nix & Padmore abstained. Cllr Clark proposed acceptance Cllr Harris seconded CARRIED.	 										
26010.   COUNCILLOR’S QUESTIONS:	 
To answer questions previously notified to the Clerk NONE.



26011.  APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES councillors are asked to agree membership for the following committees:

     Standing Committees
· Staffing Committee
Cllrs Wadsworth, Harris, Nichols, Clark & Padmore volunteered, Cllr Nix proposed acceptance, seconded by Cllr Wadsworth. CARRIED.
· Finance committee
Cllrs Ainsley, Clark, Brookes & Padmore volunteered.  Cllr Nix proposed acceptance and seconded by Cllr Clark. CARRIED.
    Advisory Committees
· UK Town of Culture
Cllrs Nichols, Harris, Ainsley & Clark volunteered.  Cllr Harris proposed acceptance, seconded by Cllr Nix. CARRIED.

26012. APPOINTMENT OF WORKING GROUPS Councillors are asked to resolve membership of the following Working Groups

· Communications, Cllrs Ainsley, Harris, Nichols and Wadsworth volunteered.  Proposed by Cllr Harris, seconded by Cllr Clark. CARRIED.
· Policies and Procedures – DEFERRED
· Environmental – FELL.
· Victoria Hall – Cllrs Ainsley & Wadsworth volunteered.  Proposed by Cllr Clark seconded by Cllr Padmore. CARRIED.
· Youth Development & Support – FELL.

26013. REPRESENTATION ON OTHER ORGANISATIONS: Councillors are asked to resolve representation of the council in the following outside organisations:

· Citizens Advice – Cllr Clark Proposed by Cllr Clark Seconded by Cllr Nix    CARRIED.
· Oakham in Bloom – Cllr Ainsley nominated himself proposed by Cllr Clark, seconded by Cllr Wadsworth, CARRIED.
· Trustees of the Memorial institute – Cllr Clark proposed himself, Cllr Nix seconded, CARRIED.
· Armed Forces Champion – Cllr Ainsley Proposed by Cllr Clark seconded by Cllr Nichols, CARRIED.
· Tree Champion – Cllr Brookes Proposed by Cllr Nix, seconded by Cllr Clark.   CARRIED.
· Parish Council Forum – Cllrs Brookes & Wadsworth Proposed by Cllr Nix, seconded by Cllr Nichols. CARRIED.
· Twinning Representatives – Cllrs Ainsley & Clark Proposed by Cllr Nix Seconded by Cllr Brookes. CARRIED.
· Victoria Hall – Cllr Clark Proposed by Cllr Ainsley, seconded by Cllr Wadsworth, CARRIED.


26014. CALENDAR OF MEETINGS: Councillors are asked to approve the schedule of meetings for the 2026-2027 Year. Schedule was approved with one change, the meeting of the 10th of June changed to 17th June 2026 Cllr Wadsworth proposed acceptance, seconded by Cllr Clark. CARRIED.


26015. CHAIRMANS ALLOWANCE: Under section 15(5) of the local government act 1972 the Council are asked to approve the chairman’s allowance of £2,000 for the forthcoming year. Cllr Brookes decided not to take the Chairmans Allowance. Proposed by Cllr Brookes, seconded by Cllr Clark, CARRIED.

26016.  CLERK’S REPORT: Update as requested from minute ref 04/26-08 regarding additional safeguarding costs for summer concerts. Deferred with request for paper to be brought back to the extraordinary meeting following this meeting.

26016.1 EMERGENCY ITEM – Proposal to authorise Melanie Palmer as Temporary Responsible Financial Officer during the Town Clerks absence. Staffing Committee to meet urgently to discuss with Melanie the current situation and gain her input into requirements and return to council with recommendations.   Cllr Brookes proposed acceptance, seconded by Cllr Clark, CARRIED.

26017.	 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:  To receive information
	 
26018. TO CONSIDER CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED: FORMAL OBJECTION – Agreement to respond appropriately to the author by the office.

26019. FINANCIAL APPROVALS: 
To consider and approve Bank Statements below.
26019.1: LLOYDS
26019.2: HSBC CURRENT
26019.3: HSBC DEPOSIT
The bank statements for April were presented to the Council. The Chairman declined to put the matter to the vote. The Council therefore noted the bank statements without formal resolution.

26019.4: To consider and approve payments over 5k to be made in May 2026 as detailed below. 
VenturePlay – Cllr Harris proposed that all but £2000.00 is paid whilst we wait for an email explaining why we are withholding the money and asking for clarification that they would fix issues regarding the slide foc.  Seconded by Cllr Ainsley CARRIED.

	Power to Spend 
	Payments over £5,000
	Amount 
	Description
	Minute Reference

	
	
	
	
	

	Local Government Act 1972 – section 111

	
Simpson Aboricultural
	
£8944.80
	Tree Survey
	01/26-15 Recreation Planning and General Budget – tree surgery (9K) 

	Local Government Act 1972 – section 111

	Venture Play 
	£27580.79
	Princess Avenue Play Equipment
	01/26-17 utilising UKSPF Funds




26020. VICTORIA HALL CONSULTATION MATERIALS:
To approve a £1,600 budget, funded from CIL receipts, for the delivery of the public consultation on the future of Victoria Hall. 
19.1 – Proposed by Cllr Ainsley seconded by Cllr Brookes, CARRIED.
19.2 – Proposed by Cllr Ainsley seconded by Cllr Nix, CARRIED.
19.3 – Proposed by Cllr Ainsley seconded by Cllr Clark, CARRIED.
19.4 – Proposed by Cllr Ainsley seconded by Cllr Nichols, CARRIED.
19.5 – Proposed by Cllr Ainsley seconded by Cllr Brookes, CARRIED.



TIME EXTENSION PROPOSAL @ 8:24pm:  Proposal to accept an extension until 9pm Proposed by Cllr Brookes seconded by Cllr Clark. CARRIED.

26021. VICTORIA HALL SOLE TRUSTEE: To approve Oakham Town Council becoming the sole trustee of the Victoria Hall charity and to confirm the associated legal actions and governance arrangements. Proposed by Cllr Clark, seconded by Cllr Brookes. CARRIED. Vote was taken on en bloc.
1. 20.1 That Oakham Town Council becomes the sole trustee of the Victoria Hall charity, subject to confirmation of the governing document and any requirements of the Charity Commission, in accordance with the GOV.UK guidance Local authorities (or councils) as trustees of charities - GOV.UK and as advised by Anthony Collins Solicitors. 

2. That Anthony Collins Solicitors are authorised to undertake all necessary legal actions to register the Council as trustee, regularise the governing document, and ensure compliance with the Charity Commission guidance - GOV.UK on the duties and responsibilities of charity trustees. 
3. That Anthony Collins Solicitors are authorised to consult with the current trustees as part of the legal work required to transition trusteeship and secure the appropriate governance arrangements, in line with Charity Commission expectations for orderly transfer of trusteeship. 
4. That a separate Trustee Body (“Victoria Hall Trustee”) is established, comprising nominated councillors acting in a trustee capacity, with meetings, minutes, and decision‑making kept entirely separate from ordinary council business, in accordance with the GOV UK guidance Local authorities (or councils) as trustees of charities - GOV.UK and as advised by Anthony Collins Solicitors.
Proposed by Cllr Ainsley seconded by Cllr Wadsworth. CARRIED.

20022. WASTE DISPOSAL (TOILETS):
The Town Clerk seeks approval for entering a three-year contract with Intel which will cost £535.68 per annum. Proposed by Cllr Wadsworth, seconded by Cllr Ainsley.  CARRIED.

TIME EXTENSION PROPOSAL @ 8:55pm: Proposal to accept an extension until 9:15pm Proposed by Cllr Brookes seconded by Cllr Clark. CARRIED.


26023. EXTERNAL INVESTIGATOR:
To seek approval to appoint an independent external investigator to review repeated unauthorised disclosures of confidential Council information and recommend governance improvements.
Proposed by Cllr Ainsley, seconded by Cllr Harris. 3 for, 3 against, 3 abstentions, the chair had the casting vote (against) FALLEN.
	
23. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING:  21st May 2026 @ 6:30pm.

NOTES:
a) 	The meeting is open to the press & public. 
b) 	The Town Council allows a short period of time at meetings of the Full Council 	when residents can put questions to the council. At other times, the public are not 	able to take part in the proceedings except at the discretion of the Chairman who 	may at a convenient time in the transaction of business adjourn the meeting and 	suspend standing orders to allow any member of the public to address the meeting 	and ask questions requiring answers of a factual nature. 
c) 	Mobile phones are to be switched to silent during the meeting
d) 	additional documents to support the agenda will be available online and hard 	copies are available at the office should the public wish to review.
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