To the Members of Oakham Town Council,
I am writing as a resident of the Vale to voice my strenuous objection to the Council’s recent decision to support further development. The narrow margin of this vote reflects a deep disconnect between this Council and the physical reality of our local geography.
I am specifically concerned with the following:
1. Inadequate Access & Public Safety: The primary road entering the Vale is already insufficient for the current volume of daily visitors. It cannot sustain the additional burden of heavy construction lorries and increased residential traffic. Any suggestion that further development is required to 'fund' road improvements is a logical fallacy; infrastructure must be a prerequisite for growth, not a post-script. Adding more volume to a failing system is a fundamental failure of public safety.
1. Irreversible Destruction of Rural Identity: We have already lost a staggering amount of our beautiful natural landscape to recent new-build developments. Our rural character is being systematically erased and replaced by high-density housing that offers no benefit to the existing community and destroys local biodiversity.
1. Infrastructure Neglect: Expanding the population without first widening access routes and protecting our remaining green belts is a dereliction of duty to current taxpayers.
You are elected to be stewards of this town’s future, not just facilitators for developers. I request that my objection be formally noted in the record. I look forward to your written explanation as to how a road already at its physical limit is expected to safely handle this expansion.

As a young resident of the Vale who will inherit the consequences of today's planning decisions, I request that my objection be formally noted. While I am not yet of voting age, I am a member of this community, and I am deeply concerned about the future of our safety and our environment.
Regards, A Concerned Youth Resident of the Vale


