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	Subject: Safeguarding Policy & Community Partnership

	Titled adoption of Safeguarding Policy & Community Partnership

	Introduction and Purpose

The purpose of this report is to present a required formal Child Protection and Vulnerable Adult Policy for adoption by the Council. As a local authority, we have a moral and legal duty to ensure that the most vulnerable members of our community are protected while attending council-run events or third-party activities held within our open spaces and parks.
Compliance and Risk Management

Adopting and implementing this policy is not optional; it is a mandatory requirement from our insurers. To maintain valid public liability coverage for events in our parks, the Council must demonstrate that it has a robust safeguarding framework in place.

This policy ensures that:

· Clear procedures are in place for reporting concerns.

· Risk assessments for events specifically account for vulnerable participants.

· Third-party hirers are held to the same high standards of safeguarding.
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Proposal for Stewardship and Support

Having a policy is the first step; effective implementation is the second. I would like the Council to consider a collaborative approach to event management.

It is understood that the Lions Club of Rutland may be willing to assist the Council in this area. They have a wealth of experience in community service and could potentially provide trained stewards for our events to help monitor safety and compliance with our safeguarding policies.
Recommendations

It is proposed that the Council:
1. Formally Adopt the Child Protection and Vulnerable Adult Policy as presented.
2. Instruct the Office to arrange a formal meeting with the Lions Club of Rutland to discuss a partnership.
3. Explore the Feasibility of the Lions Club providing stewarding support for future council events to ensure our safeguarding standards are met on the ground.
Decision Required: Does the Council approve the adoption of the Safeguarding Policy and authorize the office to meet with the Lions Club of Rutland?
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