


[bookmark: _Hlk90997511][bookmark: _Hlk73457752][image: ]Oakham Town Council
Rol House, Long Row, Oakham, Rutland, LE15 6LN 
 01572 723627        
 enquiries@oakhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
www.oakhamtowncouncil.gov.uk

[bookmark: _Hlk86747796]
MINUTES OF AN EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF OAKHAM TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 25th March 2026 AT 6.30 P.M. IN THE TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
IN ATTENDANCE: Cllrs: C Nix (Chair), P Ainsley (Deputy Chair), J Nicholls, S Wadsworth, J Harris, M Brookes.
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:	C Evans (Clerk), M Palmer (Admin Asst) and no members of the public.
Cllr Nix opened the meeting and welcomed all present.
04/26–01: APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE: Cllrs Clark and Padmore sent apologies.  Proposed acceptance by Cllr Brookes and seconded by Cllr Harris. Passed.

04/26–02: DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS AND APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATION:  Reminder to Members to disclose either a Pecuniary Interest or Other Interest in any item on the agenda.  The clerk cannot advise members on this. Members are personally responsible for declaring an interest. Members are respectfully advised to read the Code of Conduct for more information. Councillors are also responsible for ensuring that their Registers of Interests are up to date (within 28 days of any changes) 
None.

04/26-03: DEPUTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:  An opportunity for members of the public to speak in accordance with Standing Orders 1 (d)- 1(i). 
None.

[bookmark: _Hlk224555088]04/26-04: MINUTES: The minutes from the Extraordinary Council Meeting on the 11th of March 2026, acceptance proposed by Cllr Nix and seconded by Cllr J Harris, Passed.
It was agreed that a list of Bank signatories should be available for the Internal Auditor if required. Proposed by Nix seconded by Ainsley Passed.

Andrew Padmore signed the form of acceptance, and the Chair welcomed him to the Council.

04/26-05: COUNCILLOR’S REPORT AND QUESTIONS: Cllr Harris questioned the Councils promotion policy to which Cllr Ainsley directed him to the Promotions Working Group. Cllr Nicholls stated that the Town of Culture bid was nearly completed and that many residents and retailers had voiced their support. 

04/26-06: CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: The Chair had nothing to report and thanked all the members who were working so hard on the bid and the Victoria Hall potential move.



04/26-07: CLERKS REPORT: The tree works for all trees of concern reported in last years survey have now been dealt with. although a five-day notice had to be placed on a dangerous tree in Cutts Close that unfortunately needs to be removed. Also, a massive Poplar tree had fallen in Centenary Field which will be inspected as soon as possible for safety. 

Princess Avenue play equipment refurbishment is ongoing, mainly regards the repair of the flooring material. Still ongoing police investigation into office unauthorised intrusion. 

There is a comprehensive reorganisation of the office system to ensure an efficient digital future, led by the Admin Asst. Willowbrook light renovation now completed. A visit also has been made to the Tennis Club and Princess Ave Studios.

Ongoing work is taking place on the Church Wall and the printer rental as well as the contract for Sanitary Waste at the Church Street Toilets.

Responded to a question by Cllr Brookes the Clerk stated that a retrospective Planning permission had been put in for the Goal Street new socket box.

04/26-08: CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:  None

[bookmark: _Hlk224555985]04/26-09: INSURANCE:  The Town Clerk presented the annual quote for renewal. Cllr Brookes raised the issue of more than one quote being required and the need for policies on Events and cover of Child Protection.

The Town Clerk stated there were issues because there were three ongoing cases but the Council agreed that this renewal should take earlier in the next financial year.

Proposed amendment by Cllr Nix that for the next renewal date is brought to Council there months earlier and seconded by Cllr Brookes Passed.

Substantive motion to renew annual Zurich Insurance policy by Cllr Ainsley and seconded by Cllr Harris. Passed. 

04/26-10: BANK STATEMENTS: To authorise payments over 5K. Only one listed for Zurich Insurance. 
Cllr Ainsley proposed the payment and seconded by Cllr Nicholls. Passed.  

04/26-11: INTERNAL AUDIT: The Clerk introduced this agenda names the Internal Auditor as Stuart McDonald (LRALC approved)
Proposed by Cllr Ainsley. Seconded by Cllr Harris. Passed. Cllr Brookes voted against.

02/26-12: ASSET REGISTER: The Clerk introduced the item which was deferred from the last meeting and an updated version was placed before the Council with more items and the lease dates revisited. The Town Clerk pointed out that the Gift Aided Queen Elizabeth Statue must be listed as nominal value of one pound as with our Land assets. Council meeting, proposed by Cllr Wadsworth and seconded by Cllr. Harris Passed.

04/26-13: FLORAL DISPLAY CONTRACT: The Town Clerk introduced this item and unfortunately this week Plantscape withdrew leaving only Windowflowers Ltd left as a valid bid.
Proposed by Cllr Wadsworth. Seconded by Cllr Nicholls.  Passed

Cllr Nicholls left the meeting at 19:30.

04/26-14: OBJECTION TO REVISED PARKING CHARGES: Cllr Ainsley introduced the paper regarding the significant increase to car park charges in Oakham and asked Council to support the move to contact the Leader of the Council and the Chair of Scrutiny and raise our objection. 
Cllr Ainsley proposed

1.That Oakham Town Council formally objects to the increased parking charges 
implemented by RCC on 2 March 2026.
2. That the Council submits a formal objection 
3. That the Council approves the Scrutiny referral letter
4. That the Council expresses formal support for the collective objection being prepared 
by Oakham’s traders.
5. That the Council requests a meeting with RCC to discuss alternative approaches that 
better support the sustainability of Oakham’s town centre 
Seconded by Cllr Brookes Passed. Cllr Harris abstained.

04/26-15: MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION IN PRIVATE 

Proposed by Cllr Nix and seconded by Cllr Ainsley. Passed.

02/26-16: PRINCESS AVENUE LEASE CONTRACT: The Clerk made clear that the three-year contract for the lease on this premises was up for renewal. After extensive discussion it was agreed that the Tenant should be offered a further one-year lease on the same terms but with a six-month break clause and an agreement to pay any rent arrears back in instalments through that year.

Proposed by Cllr Ainsley and seconded by Cllr Harris. Passed


DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday 8th April 2026.

Meeting Finished 20:30 pm.






Signed………………………………………………………………. Date……………….

 












2

image1.jpeg





 


1


 


 


Oakham Town Council


 


Rol House


, 


Long Row


, Oakham, Rutland, LE15 6


L


N


 


 


 


01572 723627        


 


 


enquiries@oakhamtowncouncil.gov.uk


 


www.oakhamtowncouncil.gov.uk


 


 


 


MINUTES OF A


N EXTRAORDINARY 


MEETING OF OAKHAM TOWN COUNCIL HELD 


ON WEDNESDAY 


25


th


 


March


 


202


6


 


AT 6.30 P.M. IN THE TOWN COUNCIL 


CHAMBERS


 


IN ATTENDANCE:


 


Cllrs: 


C Nix (Chair)


, 


P


 


Ainsley


 


(Deputy Chair)


,


 


J 


N


icholls


,


 


S 


Wadsworth, 


J


 


Harris


,


 


M Brookes


.


 


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:


 


C Evans


 


(Clerk


)


, 


M Palmer (Admin Asst)


 


and no 


member


s


 


of 


the 


public.


 


Cllr 


Nix


 


opened the meeting and welcomed all present.


 


0


4


/2


6


–


0


1


:


 


APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSEN


C


E: 


Cllr


s


 


Clark and Padmore


 


sent 


apologies.


 


 


P


roposed 


acceptance 


by Cllr


 


Brookes


 


and seconded by Cllr 


Harris


.


 


Passed


.


 


 


0


4


/2


6


–


0


2


:


 


DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS AND APPLICATIONS FOR 


DISPENSATION:  


Reminder to Members to disclose either a Pecuniary Interest or 


Other Interest in any item on the agenda.  The clerk cannot advise members on this. 


Members are personally responsible for declaring an interest. Members are respectfully 


advised to read the Co


de of Conduct for more information. Councillors are also 


responsible for ensuring that their Registers of Interests are up to date (within 28 days 


of any changes)


 


 


None.


 


 


0


4


/2


6


-


0


3


:


 


DEPUTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:  


An opportunity for 


members of the public to speak in accordance with Standing Orders 1 (d)


-


 


1(i


). 


 


None.


 


 


0


4


/2


6


-


0


4


:


 


MINUTES:


 


T


he minutes from the Extraordinary Council Meeting on the


 


11


th 


of 


March


 


2026,


 


acceptance proposed by Cllr 


Nix 


and seconded by Cllr J 


Harris, 


Passed


.


 


It was agreed that a list of Bank signatories 


should be available for the Internal Auditor


 


if 


required. 


Proposed by Nix seconded by Ainsley 


Passed


.


 


 


Andrew Padmore signed the 


form of


 


acceptance,


 


and the Chair welcomed him to the 


Council.


 


 


0


4


/2


6


-


0


5


: 


COUNCILLOR’S REPORT AND QUESTIONS


:


 


Cllr 


Harris questioned the 


Councils promotion policy to which Cllr Ainsley 


directed him to the P


romotions 


Working 


Group.


 


Cllr Nicholls stated


 


that the Town of Culture bid was nearly completed 


and that 


many residents and retailers had voiced their 


support. 


 


 




  1     Oakham Town Council   Rol House ,  Long Row , Oakham, Rutland, LE15 6 L N       01572 723627             enquiries@oakhamtowncouncil.gov.uk   www.oakhamtowncouncil.gov.uk       MINUTES OF A N EXTRAORDINARY  MEETING OF OAKHAM TOWN COUNCIL HELD  ON WEDNESDAY  25 th   March   202 6   AT 6.30 P.M. IN THE TOWN COUNCIL  CHAMBERS   IN ATTENDANCE:   Cllrs:  C Nix (Chair) ,  P   Ainsley   (Deputy Chair) ,   J  N icholls ,   S  Wadsworth,  J   Harris ,   M Brookes .   ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:   C Evans   (Clerk ) ,  M Palmer (Admin Asst)   and no  member s   of  the  public.   Cllr  Nix   opened the meeting and welcomed all present.   0 4 /2 6 – 0 1 :   APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSEN C E:  Cllr s   Clark and Padmore   sent  apologies.     P roposed  acceptance  by Cllr   Brookes   and seconded by Cllr  Harris .   Passed .     0 4 /2 6 – 0 2 :   DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS AND APPLICATIONS FOR  DISPENSATION:   Reminder to Members to disclose either a Pecuniary Interest or  Other Interest in any item on the agenda.  The clerk cannot advise members on this.  Members are personally responsible for declaring an interest. Members are respectfully  advised to read the Co de of Conduct for more information. Councillors are also  responsible for ensuring that their Registers of Interests are up to date (within 28 days  of any changes)     None.     0 4 /2 6 - 0 3 :   DEPUTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:   An opportunity for  members of the public to speak in accordance with Standing Orders 1 (d) -   1(i ).    None.     0 4 /2 6 - 0 4 :   MINUTES:   T he minutes from the Extraordinary Council Meeting on the   11 th  of  March   2026,   acceptance proposed by Cllr  Nix  and seconded by Cllr J  Harris,  Passed .   It was agreed that a list of Bank signatories  should be available for the Internal Auditor   if  required.  Proposed by Nix seconded by Ainsley  Passed .     Andrew Padmore signed the  form of   acceptance,   and the Chair welcomed him to the  Council.     0 4 /2 6 - 0 5 :  COUNCILLOR’S REPORT AND QUESTIONS :   Cllr  Harris questioned the  Councils promotion policy to which Cllr Ainsley  directed him to the P romotions  Working  Group.   Cllr Nicholls stated   that the Town of Culture bid was nearly completed  and that  many residents and retailers had voiced their  support.     

