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MINUTES OF A UK TOWN OF CULTURE MEETING OF OAKHAM TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 25th FEBRUARY 2026 AT 5.00 P.M. IN THE TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
IN ATTENDANCE: Cllrs:  P Ainsley, C Clark, J Harris, J Nicholls (Chair)
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:	C Evans (Clerk).
The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed all present.
12/25–01 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE: None
 
[bookmark: _Hlk222389666]12/25–02 DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS AND APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATION:  Reminder to Members to disclose either a Pecuniary Interest or Other Interest in any item on the agenda.  The clerk cannot advise members on this. Members are personally responsible for declaring an interest. Members are respectfully advised to read the Code of Conduct for more information. Councillors are also responsible for ensuring that their Registers of Interests are up to date (within 28 days of any changes) 
None

12/25–03 INCLUSION OF OTHER RUTLAND SETTLEMENTS: Cllr Ainsley has approached both Eggleton and Barleythorpe Parish Councils

12/25–04 COMMUNICATIONS PLAN:
A letter to Businesses in Oakham Town will be drafted by Cllr Nicholls and emailed to Nitesh who will forward it to all the retailers on his mailing list (approx. 300).
It was decided to establish a list of contacts for Leaders in the Culture Area such as Tracey Dean Powell ,  Rocky Road Music and Angela Hardy.
Cllr Harris highlighted not to go down road of Town of History but of Culture to include areas such as Art, Theatre, writing, music ( modern and classical) Cllr Nicholls suggested a future Battle of the Bands.
The Questionnaire has now been moved to Google Business Account and a URL and QR code to be available on Newsletter.
The Logo clearly needs some improvement (UK taken out. Horseshoe upside down, Cllr Ainsley waiting for Richard to come back to him with a revised Logo.
The Committee also agreed it was essential to get letters of support from Oakham born and prominent people, such as Schools, the High Sherrif , Sarah Furness, MP and large businesses which would need a draft letter from Cllr Nicholls.




12/25-05 EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FORM :
Cllr Ainsley agreed to put together all the finished sections into one document so all contributors needed to submit asap certainly for mid next week.
The Town Clerk will request the Operations Manager to erect a Gazebo on the 7th of March (Market Square) and 21st March (Farmers Market) at noon.
There was further discussion over assembling a list of prominent team leaders in the community such as Henry Dawe , Mary Copley, Tim Clough , Tim Appleton, Josh Hanbury etc.
Cllr Nicholls will distribute a list of the pillars.
Cllr Ainsley will also bring a suggestion box along for the returns.

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING:  Thursday 5th March 2026 at 6pm.

Meeting Finished 18:50 pm






Signed………………………………………………………………. Date……………….
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