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MINUTES OF A FULL COUNCIL MEETING OF OAKHAM TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11th February 2026 AT 6.30 P.M. IN THE TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
IN ATTENDANCE: Cllrs: P Ainsley (Deputy Chair), C Clark, S Wadsworth, J Nichols, M Brookes.
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:	C Evans (Clerk) and M Palmer (Admin Assistant), Rutland County Councillor Raymond Payne and one member of the public.
Cllr Ainsley opened the meeting and welcomed all present.
02/26–01: APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE: Cllr Nix and Cllr J Harris sent apologies.  Proposed acceptance by Cllr Clark and seconded by Cllr Brookes. CARRIED.

02/26–02: DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS AND APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATION:  Reminder to Members to disclose either a Pecuniary Interest or Other Interest in any item on the agenda.  The clerk cannot advise members on this. Members are personally responsible for declaring an interest. Members are respectfully advised to read the Code of Conduct for more information. Councillors are also responsible for ensuring that their Registers of Interests are up to date (within 28 days of any changes) 
None.

02/26-03: DEPUTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:  An opportunity for members of the public to speak in accordance with Standing Orders 1 (d)- 1(i). 
None.

02/26-04: MINUTES: The Clerk explained that there had been insufficient time to complete the minutes from the Extraordinary Council Meeting on the 4th of February 2026.

02/26-05: CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
None.

02/26-06: CLERKS REPORT 
The Town Clerk reported that a bid for a PCC grant for Vehicle Activated Signs in Oakham Centre has failed receiving 27 mark and 30 or more was required. 

02/26-07: COUNCILLOR’S REPORT AND QUESTIONS: 
Cllr Brookes questioned if any Councillor was still permitted to attend the RCC Parish Liaison meeting. Also urged Oakham Town Council to be involved in the major planning application for a Wildlife Park.
Correspondence was received from the Magical Lantern Walk for use of Cutts Close on Sat 14th November which was proposed acceptance by Cllr Brookes and seconded by Cllr Wadsworth and accepted.

Cllr Ainsley’s question was moved to the end of the meeting.  

He also reiterated that any complaints from Councillors should follow the correct procedure which is to him in the first instance. Cllrs Nix & Clark could also be copied into the complaint.

02/26-08: BANK SIGNATORY REVIEW:  The Town Clerk reiterated that the papers distributed are confidential and if any further information is required, the meeting needs to go into closed session.

Proposed accepted by Cllr Brookes and seconded by Cllr Clark CARRIED.

02/26-09: BANK STATEMENTS: To consider and approve the bank statements for January 2026.
9.1 Rialtas bank reconciliation Proposed Cllr Clark, Seconded Cllr Wadsworth CARRIED.
9.2 Lloyds Current account Proposed Cllr Brookes, Seconded Cllr Clark CARRIED.
9.3 HSBC Current account Proposed Cllr Wadsworth, Seconded Cllr Brookes. CARRIED.
9.4 HSBC Deposit account Proposed Cllr Brookes, Seconded Cllr Wadsworth CARRIED.
9.5 Year to Date Spend Proposed Cllr Clark, Seconded Cllr Nichols CARRIED.

02/26-10: PAPER FOR WILLOWBROOK LIGHTS: Proposal to replace the remaining old head fitments with Led head fitments at a cost of £1008.00. Cllr Nichols requested that the wattage be turned down as much as possible. To be spent against the Recreation, General & Planning Budget (Street & Park Furniture) Proposed by Cllr Brookes. Seconded by Cllr Wadsworth. CARRIED. 

02/26-11: GRIT BIN POLICY: That council adopts the new grit bin policy v2. This agenda item was introduced by Cllr Ainsley and there was considerable debate over the need for 10 signatories required to be an acceptable request.
Cllr Brookes proposed removal of section 4.2 which was seconded by Cllr Wadsworth and Carried. 
Cllr Wadsworth then proposed acceptance of the revised policy which was seconded by Cllr Ainsley. However, the vote FAILED

02/26-12: FINANCE COMMITTEE AND REVISED TOR: Cllr Ainsley introduced this item that Council should re‑establish the Finance Committee with immediate effect.  

Cllr Brookes suggested the following edits to the policy document at 4.1a and 5.

Hold budget discussions in exempt session until a draft budget is produced, recognising that early‑stage financial planning may involve commercially sensitive information, staffing considerations, or emerging cost estimates that are not yet suitable for public release.
altered to
Hold budget discussions only in exempt session which involve commercially sensitive information, staffing considerations, or emerging cost estimates that are not yet suitable for public release.
The Committee will conduct much of its detailed financial scrutiny in exempt session, where the disclosure of financial, staffing, contractual or commercially sensitive information would be prejudicial to the Council’s interests.

altered to 
The Committee will conduct financial scrutiny in exempt session, where the disclosure of financial, staffing, contractual or commercially sensitive information would be prejudicial to the Council’s interests.


Cllr Ainsley accepted these edits and proposed that Council 

1. Notes and thanks the Finance Working Group for its contribution.

2. Recognises the need for a formal Finance Committee to provide clearer oversight, timely decision‑making and improved transparency, and re‑establishes the Finance Committee with immediate effect.
3. Adopt the revised Finance Committee Terms of Reference v2

Proposed by Cllr Clark. Seconded by Cllr Brookes.  CARRIED.

02/26-13: CICLE RACE:  To approve the expenditure of £250 to pay for the Morris Dancers to perform on the 26th of April 2026.
Cllr Ainsley proposed an amendment of this agenda item to include requesting the Town Crier to attend the event Cllr Wadsworth accepted amendment. Proposed by Cllr Wadsworth. Seconded by Cllr Ainsley. CARRIED. 

02/26-14: CHRISTMAS & EVENTS WORKING GROUP: Proposal for the Reallocation of Lighting Contract Underspend and Release of Reserves contractor for repair works.  DEFERRED.
.
02/26-15: PLAY EQUIPMENT CLEANING: To approve contractor for cleaning works. 
Town Clerk requested that the successful contractor undertakes cleaning at Princess Avenue first, which will then be inspected by Oakham Town Council’s Maintenance Operative before continuing onto the rest of the play areas. 2D Building Limited are the successful contractors. Proposed by Cllr Wadsworth. Seconded by Cllr Nichols.  CARRIED.

02/26-16: BANDSTAND REPAIR: To approve contractor for repair works. Town Clerk to check that bandstand is not a listed building. Contract awarded to 2D Building Limited.
Proposed by Cllr Wadsworth. Seconded by Cllr Clark.  CARRIED.


02/26-17: WATERING PROVISION FOR OAKHAM IN BLOOM: Approve an annual additional payment to extend watering to Oakham in Bloom’s town planters. Proposed by Cllr Wadsworth. Seconded by Cllr Clark.  CARRIED. 

02/26-18: PARKS AND OPEN SPACES: Policy adoption and documentation approval. DEFERRED.  

02/26-19: RECRUITMENT OF VOLUNTEERS: To seek Council approval for a formal recruitment campaign to establish a dedicated team of volunteer stewards and assistants to support the delivery of current and future Council-led events 
Proposal from Cllr Brookes for a member of the public to be included in the working group.  This was accepted on condition of receipt of an application letter from the member of the public.  Proposed by Cllr Ainsley. Seconded by Cllr Brookes CARRIED.

[bookmark: _Hlk216434805]02/26-20: COMMUNICATION SUPPORT: Plan Approval (TOC) Proposed by Cllr Clark. Seconded by Cllr Nichols.  CARRIED.

20:20 Extension request for meeting to 9:00PM Proposed by Cllr Clark. Seconded by Cllr Wadsworth.  CARRIED.

02/26-21: PUBLIC REALM: That Council notes the current informal liaison arrangements with RCC
Proposed by Cllr Ainsley. Seconded by Cllr Clark.  CARRIED.

02/26-07: COUNCILLOR’S REPORT AND QUESTIONS: Cllrs Wadsworth & Brookes left the room leaving the council inquorate.

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday 11th March 2026.

Meeting Finished 20:39pm.






Signed………………………………………………………………. Date……………….
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