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MINUTES OF A FULL COUNCIL MEETING OF OAKHAM TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11th March 2026 AT 6.30 P.M. IN THE TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
IN ATTENDANCE: Cllrs: C Nix (Chair), P Ainsley (Deputy Chair), C Clark, S Wadsworth, J Harris, M Brookes.
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:	C Evans (Clerk), Rutland County Councillor Raymond Payne and two members of the public.
Cllr Nix opened the meeting and welcomed all present.
03/26–01: APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE: Cllr Nicholls sent apologies.  Proposed acceptance by Cllr Clark and seconded by Cllr Brookes. CARRIED.

03/26–02: DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS AND APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATION:  Reminder to Members to disclose either a Pecuniary Interest or Other Interest in any item on the agenda.  The clerk cannot advise members on this. Members are personally responsible for declaring an interest. Members are respectfully advised to read the Code of Conduct for more information. Councillors are also responsible for ensuring that their Registers of Interests are up to date (within 28 days of any changes) 
None.

03/26-03: DEPUTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:  An opportunity for members of the public to speak in accordance with Standing Orders 1 (d)- 1(i). 
None.

[bookmark: _Hlk224555088]03/26-04: MINUTES: The minutes from the Extraordinary Council Meeting on the 4th of February 2026, acceptance proposed by Cllr C Clark and seconded by Cllr J Harris, Passed.
The minutes from the Full Council Meeting on the 11th of February 2026, acceptance proposed by Cllr C Clark and seconded by Cllr J Harris, Passed.

02/26-05: CO-OPTION OF A NEW COUNCILLOR: The Chair introduced Andrew Padmore who had submitted a request to become an Oakham Town Councillor via Co-Option. Andrew Padmore stated that while he has not traditionally been heavily involved in organised community groups, he remains closely connected to local activities through family life. As the father of a young child, he said he frequently attends family-focused events in town.
It was proposed by Cllr Brookes and seconded by Cllr Nix that the council accepts Mr Padmore as a Town Councillor. Unanimously passed.
Andrew Padmore signed the form of acceptance, and the Chair welcomed him to the Council.

03/26-06: COUNCILLOR’S REPORT AND QUESTIONS: Cllr Wadsworth reported that a meeting took place with Blanchere Ltd and a refund had been negotiated of 770 pounds for the issues with the tree and its baubles. Next year there would be a real tree.
Cllr Brookes and Harris requests there should be more reports from the Chairs of Committees and Working Groups to Council.

03/26-07: CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: The Chair noted that the Chain had now been repaired.

03/26-08: CLERKS REPORT: The Internal Auditor has been appointed, and his name will be placed before next Councils meeting for approval and from now on there will be a six-monthly internal Audit. The Clerk highlighted that a fraudulent cheque had been attempted to be cashed in our Lloyds Bank, but this has been rejected by said bank.

03/26-09: CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:  There had been a request from Citizen’s advice for an annual grant. The chair stated that should not put the Council in a position where an annual grant is mandated.
It was agreed that a more Oakham centred grant application would be considered, proposed by Cllr Nix and seconded by Cllr Wadsworth. Passed.

[bookmark: _Hlk224555985]03/26-10: BANK SIGNATORY REVIEW:  Cllr Brookes complimented the office for being more responsive on requests for financial transactions.

Proposed accepted by Cllr Brookes and seconded by Cllr Clark CARRIED.

02/26-09: BANK STATEMENTS: To consider and approve the bank statements for February 2026. There was some discussion over payment to Toolstation and LRALC which was cleared up by the Clerk.
Cllr Brookes proposed the items be voted on bloc and seconded by Cllr Nix. Passed.

02/26-10: HSBC TO UNITY BANK TRANSFER: The Clerk introduced this agenda item which is the transfer of our reserve funds from the HSBC Current and Deposit accounts to Unity Trust up to 320.K with the Clerk authority to close the accounts.
Proposed by Cllr Brookes. Seconded by Cllr Clark. Passed. 

02/26-11: ASSET REGISTER: The Clerk introduced that but on inspection it was agreed that certain items needed to be revisited especially the items in the “hut”.
It was therefore proposed that the item is deferred to the next Council meeting, proposed by Cllr Brookes and seconded by Cllr Wadsworth. Passed.

02/26-12: RISK ASSESSMENT: The Town Clerk introduced this item which needs to be reviewed each year and requested feedback. Cllr Ainsley stated that the finance section needs to have signatories as in cheques is altered which was agreed by the Clerk.
Proposed by Cllr Ainsley. Seconded by Cllr Nix.  Passed

02/26-13: STAFFING ARRANGEMENTS: It was agreed by the Chair to move this item to the exempt section.
. 

02/26-14: OAKHAM TOWN COUNCIL MAINTENANCE VEHICLE: The Town Clerk introduced the agenda Item. Obviously, the negative part of this item is the extra cost, but the Clerk stated it is not fair to expect the Operations Manager has not the transportation to implement his job effectively rather than use his own car for this. The proposal is simply to investigate this option and return a detailed report to the Council. Cllr Ainsley and Clark stated that they look forward to the report on this option. Cllr Brookes welcomes this report as he believes it makes economic sense.

Proposed by Cllr Nix and seconded by Cllr Clark. Passed.

02/26-15: FLORAL DISPLAY CONTRACT: The Clerk made clear that the three-year contract with Window flowers Ltd has terminated. After extensive consultation only two contractors had replied, and the Clerk requested that the Council give delegated authority to himself and two councillors to authorise the spend as long as within budget.
Proposed by Cllr Ainsley and seconded by Cllr Harris. Passed
Cllr Harris and Ainsley agreed to investigate and work with the Town Clerk within budget limits.
Proposed by Cllr. Nix and seconded by Cllr C Clark. Carried.

02/26-16: RELEASE OF RESERVES: Cllr Wadsworth and Cllr Brookes introduced this agenda item which involves basically unspent budget being transferred for use in this year’s Christmas event.
Cllr M Brookes proposed and seconded by Cllr Ainsley that the following is observed

1. Note the total projected underspend of £9,141.96 over the three-year contract term.
2. Approve the following transfer to the Christmas Decorations 2026-2027 Budget Heading the sum of £6,094.64 from reserves, £5,000 from Capital Expenditure for Christmas Lights,  General Reserves £1,094.64 representing the unspent funds from the previous two years, to the 
3. Grant permission for the Working Group to finalise a detailed procurement proposal for Mill Street lights, a real tree, and Town Centre enhancements, ensuring the total expenditure does not exceed the budget of £9,141.96.
Carried


02/26-17: MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION IN PRIVATE: To resolve that the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items on the grounds that they relate to individuals and the financial affairs of persons. This information is classed as exempt under paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of Schedule 12A to Section 100A of the Local Government Act 1972


Proposed by Cllr Nix seconded by Cllr Clark. Carried.


02/26-13: STAFFING ARRANGEMENTS: (deferred item):
The Chair of staffing proposed the following That the Administrative Administer contract is extended from today for up to six months to ensure that best practice is observed. This was seconded by Cllr Wadsworth. Carried.

02/26-19: SECURITY INCIDENT: The Clerk updated members on actions taken following the security incident of the 19th of February 2026, stating that this is an ongoing police investigation.
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[bookmark: _Hlk216434805]02/26-20: ADD STAFF MEMBER AS BANK SIGNATORY: 
The Clerk stated that an additional signatory to initiate invoices on Lloyds Bank account was required in the office.
Proposed acceptance by Cllr Clark and seconded by Cllr Ainsley. Carried


DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday 8th April 2026.

Meeting Finished 20:06 pm.






Signed………………………………………………………………. Date……………….
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