From: Paul Ainsley <painsley@oakhamtowncouncil.gov.uk>
Sent: Sunday, December 21, 2025 6:35 PM
To: TownClerk <TownClerk@oakhamtowncouncil.gov.uk>
Cc: enquiries <enquiries@oakhamtowncouncil.gov.uk>
Subject: Members’ Question for Next Council Meeting 
 
Hi Chris,

The formal question and accompanying opening statement I intend to raise at the Full Council meeting on 14 January are set out below. I am content for this email to be included in the meeting pack.

Opening Statement
Councillor Brookes has previously stated, including in emails from 10 December 2025, that he once gathered signatures to abolish this council and was, unfortunately, just a few signatures short of triggering the required referendum. He’s also said he’s confident that, if he chose to pursue it again, he could secure the extra signatures needed to start that process.
I’m asking my question today simply to clarify his current position. To keep things clear for the minutes, I’ve set the question out in a straightforward two‑option format so the response can be recorded accurately and without any ambiguity.

Formal Question
To Councillor Martin Brookes, Member for the Oakham South Ward:
Could the councillor confirm, by choosing one of the following two positions, whether he still holds the view expressed during the petition he launched in 2015 under Sections 82 and 100 of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007:
(A) that Oakham Town Council is no longer fit for purpose and should be dissolved to reduce costs and improve governance; or
(B) that he no longer holds this view?”

Thanking you in anticipation.

Kind regards

Cllr Paul Ainsley | Oakham North East
ROL House, Long Row, Oakham, LE15 6LN
T: 07903 004883 | e: painsley@oakhamtowncouncil.gov.uk

Please note: Emails may occasionally be sent outside standard working hours, with no expectation of a response outside your own.
For formal council matters or to contact the office, use our central mailbox: enquiries@oakhamtowncouncil.gov.uk. This address is jointly managed by the Council Office Team to ensure timely replies and a clear audit trail. Responses cannot be guaranteed if other office email addresses are used
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