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	Date of Meeting: 11 February 2026
	

	

	OAKHAM TOWN COUNCIL

	

	Report Author: Cllr Ainsley 
	Purpose: Decision / Discussion / Update 

	Title: Initial Communications Support

	Background: Oakham Town Council is exploring options for external communications support to strengthen its public reputation, improve the clarity and consistency of messaging, and increase public understanding of the Council’s work. A paper setting out a proposed invitation to quote from local PR and communications firms will be presented either later in this meeting or at the next meeting.

Due to the 31 March deadline for submitting a Register of Interests for the UK Town of Culture bid, several communications actions must proceed ahead of the Full Council meeting on 11 March.

With reference to the accompanying email dated Tue 29 Jan 2026 at 12:32 and the document Blog Specification 23012026, the initial actions required are:

1. A5 Flyer – UK Town of Culture Bid (2028)
Time‑critical communication to encourage resident engagement and promote the UKToC survey ahead of the Expression of Interest deadline.
Estimated cost: £650–£900, within the budget approved by Full Council on 4 February 2026.

2. Design of a New Crest/Logo
Development of a refreshed crest/logo reflecting Oakham’s cultural identity as part of the UK Town of Culture 2028 bid.
Estimated cost: £330 for concepts and amendments, within the budget approved by Full Council on 4 February 2026.

3. Council‑Run Blog
Creation of a blog section on the existing OTC website, as specified in the accompanying document. The blog will increase public awareness of the Council’s work and provide an initial means of countering negative blogs and misinformation.
Estimated cost: £626, funded from the ‘Events/ Promotion/military / banners/paper adverts’ budget line.
Note: There is currently no statutory requirement for full WCAG 2.2 Level AA compliance. Further discussion and cost assessment will be required, and UK public bodies are expected to work towards WCAG 2.2 AA as good practice.

	Proposal:
1. Council notes the initial communication steps 1 and 2
2. Council approves the development of a council blog iaw the accompanying document titled ‘Blog Specification 23012026’ at a cost of £750 (including contingency).



For completion by the office
	In Budget  ☐
	Spend Authorised  ☐

	Budget Header: Events/ Promotion/military / banners/paper adverts
	Amount: £ 750

	Estimates  ☐
	Quotes             ☐
	Emergency Spend  ☐
	Sole supplier ☐
	Specialist  ☐
	

	P.O         .  ☐
	Invoice Checked    ☐
	Reason for spend:

	Legal Power: Local Government Act 1972 amend as necessary
	Contract Finders     ☐
	Supplier: 



