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	Agenda Item: 17

	Date of Meeting: 11th February 2026
	

	

	OAKHAM TOWN COUNCIL

	

	Report Author: Cllr Ainsley & Town Clerk
	Purpose: Decision / Discussion / Update 

	Title: Watering Provision for Oakham in Bloom and Town Centre Retailers

	Background:
Oakham in Bloom volunteers plant out, weed, and maintain the town’s planters with remarkable dedication and care. Their contribution brings colour, character, and community spirit to Oakham’s streetscape, and their efforts are widely admired by residents and visitors alike. However, despite their commitment, they struggle to meet watering demands during summer. These displays play a key role in enhancing the town’s public realm, civic pride, and visitor appeal.

Windowflowers Limited currently supplies and maintains 53 hanging baskets for the Council, including installation, watering for at least 15 weeks, and removal. Their service has been reliable and well delivered.

Windowflowers has quoted £1,700 to extend watering to Oakham in Bloom’s planters for a minimum of 15 weeks. This would support volunteers and maintain high standards without involving Council staff.

Consideration should also be given to offering the same watering service, at cost and subject to the contractors agreement, to retailers who voluntarily enhance their premises with floral displays.

The arrangement will be reviewed annually, with the current contractor providing a cost breakdown and service confirmation. Oakham in Bloom will be included to ensure the service continues to meet community needs.


	Proposal:

1. Approve an annual additional payment of £1,700 to extend watering to Oakham in Bloom’s town planters. The payment would begin in FY2026–27, and be included in the floral displays budget (currently £15,500 for FY2025-26), and incorporated into future years.

2. Council also approves offering the same watering service, subject to the contractors agreement, on a cost-recovery basis to Town Centre retailers who voluntarily enhance the exterior of their premises with hanging baskets, tubs, or other floral displays, all costs to be borne by participating businesses.



For completion by the office
	In Budget  ☐
	Spend Authorised  ☒

	Budget Header: Floral Displays
	Amount: £1700

	Estimates  ☐
	Quotes             ☒
	Emergency Spend  ☐
	Sole supplier ☒
	Specialist  ☒
	FY:2026

	P.O         .  ☐
	Invoice Checked    ☒
	Reason for spend: Budget addition to Floral Displays

	Legal Power: Local Government Act 1972 amend as necessary
	Contract Finders     ☐
	Supplier: WindowFlowers Limited 




