
[image: A blue and yellow emblem with a horseshoe and text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

OAKHAM TOWN COUNCIL
GRIT BINS



	
Document Control

	Version Number
	2

	Adopted on
	08/09/2021

	Last Reviewed
	11/02/2026

	Review Date
	11/02/2031





Oakham Town Council – Grit Bin Policy
1. Introduction
Oakham Town Council (OTC) provides grit bins to support safe winter travel on public highways and footways within the parish. Grit bins are funded by OTC and installed and filled by Rutland County Council (RCC) upon request.
Provision is made on the understanding that:
· Salt from OTC grit bins is used only for treating public highways, footways, and publicly accessible paths.
· No liability for incidents arising from the use of grit rests with either RCC or OTC.
· Even where OTC agrees to purchase a bin, RCC Highways will carry out their own assessment, and requests may still be refused.
2. Scope
This policy applies to all grit bins owned or managed by OTC and located on the public highway or other publicly accessible land within the parish.
It does not apply to privately owned bins or bins located on private land.
3. Responsibilities
· Oakham Town Council is responsible for the placement, inspection, maintenance, and funding of its grit bins.
· Rutland County Council, as the Highway Authority, provides one free refill per grit bin per winter season.
· Additional refills are arranged and funded by OTC at RCC’s prevailing charge.
4. Refilling Arrangements
· Each OTC grit bin receives one free refill per winter season from RCC.
· Additional refills required due to high usage or severe weather are charged at £55 per bin (based on RCC’s published rate).
· OTC does not charge residents for grit and does not supply grit for private driveways, private land, or commercial premises.
5. Criteria for New Grit Bins
OTC will consider requests for new grit bins where the following criteria are met:
5.1 Community Support
· Applications must be signed by at least 10 residents in the area the bin will serve.
· Where this is impractical (e.g., organisations supporting elderly or disabled residents), a suitably authorised representative may sign on their behalf.
5.2 Demonstrable Benefit
· The installation must provide a discernible benefit to at least 10 residences in the immediate area.
5.3 Demonstrable Need
· There must be clear evidence of winter safety concerns, such as: 
· Steep gradients
· Junctions
· Schools or bus routes
· High footfall or regular pedestrian/vehicular use
5.4 Suitable Location
· A safe and appropriate location must be available.
· RCC Highways will advise on suitability, visibility, and access for refilling.
5.5 Compliance and Budget
· The request must meet RCC’s highway criteria.
· Funding must be available within OTC’s budget.
Where a request does not meet the criteria, OTC will provide a clear explanation to the applicant.
6. Maintenance and Inspection
· Grit bins will be inspected at the start of each winter season and periodically thereafter.
· Damaged or vandalised bins will be repaired or replaced where appropriate.
· All bins will be maintained in consistent OTC livery to support visibility, civic identity, and public confidence.
7. Use of Grit
Grit from OTC bins is provided for use on:
· Public highways
· Footways and pavements
· Publicly accessible paths where ice presents a safety risk
Grit is not provided for:
· Private driveways or private land
· Commercial premises
· Stockpiling or bulk removal for personal use
8. Removal or Relocation of Bins
OTC may remove or relocate a grit bin if:
· It is no longer required
· It is repeatedly misused
· It presents a safety or visibility issue
· RCC advises that the location is unsuitable for highway reasons
Any decision will be communicated clearly to affected residents.
9. Review
This policy will be reviewed every five years, or sooner if required due to changes in legislation, RCC policy, or operational need.
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