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	Date of Meeting: 4th February 2026
	

	

	OAKHAM TOWN COUNCIL

	

	Report Author: Cllr Ainsley
	Purpose: Decision / Discussion / Update 

	Title: Establish a UK Town of Culture Committee (UK ToC Committee)

	Background
The Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) has launched the UK Town of Culture 2028 competition, with Expressions of Interest due by 31 March 2026. This opportunity aligns with Oakham’s cultural identity and community ambitions.

Proposal
That Full Council establishes a UK Town of Culture Committee with delegated authority to:
· Lead and coordinate the Council’s participation
· Develop, approve, and submit the Expression of Interest
· Oversee engagement with cultural, educational, business, heritage, and community partners
· Manage project activity within an allocated budget
· Commission specialist support as required
· Report progress to Full Council

Legal and Governance
Under s.101 of the Local Government Act 1972, Full Council may delegate functions to a committee. The Committee will operate in accordance with Standing Orders, the Code of Conduct, relevant legislation, and within the approved Terms of Reference and outline budget.
The Committee will comprise a minimum of three councillors, with non‑voting external advisors permitted. It may establish advisory Working Groups (e.g., Schools Engagement, Arts & Culture, Business & Hospitality, Heritage, Youth Voice) including external representatives, but these groups will hold no delegated authority.

Outline Budget
A provisional budget of £4,000–£6,000 is recommended to support development of the Expression of Interest, including engagement, cultural mapping, design, and specialist support. 

	Proposal: 

1. Delegates authority to the Committee to develop, approve, and submit the Expression of Interest.

2. Appoints a minimum of three councillors, with non‑voting external advisors, authorises the Committee to establish advisory Working Groups with external representatives, and confirms it will operate within the approved Terms of Reference, budget, and report to Full Council.

3. Approves a provisional budget of £4,000–£6,000 for development of the Expression of Interest see outline budget for further details.


For completion by the office
	In Budget  ☐
	Spend Authorised  ☐

	Budget Header: 
	Amount: 

	Estimates  ☐
	Quotes             ☐
	Emergency Spend  ☐
	Sole supplier ☐
	Specialist  ☐
	

	P.O         .  ☐
	Invoice Checked    ☐
	Reason for spend:Sublissionof EoI to UK Town of Culture

	Legal Power: Local Government Act 1972 amend as necessary
	Contract Finders     ☐
	Supplier: 



