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MINUTES OF A FULL COUNCIL MEETING OF OAKHAM TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 14th JANUARY 2026 AT 6.30 P.M. IN THE TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
IN ATTENDANCE: Cllrs: C. Nix (Chair), P Ainsley, C Clark, S Wadsworth, J Harris, J Nichols, M Brookes.
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:	C Evans (Town Clerk) and M Palmer (Admin Assistant) and one member of public.
Cllr Nix opened the meeting and welcomed all present.
01/26–01 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE: None

01/26–02 DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS AND APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATION:  Reminder to Members to disclose either a Pecuniary Interest or Other Interest in any item on the agenda.  The clerk cannot advise members on this. Members are personally responsible for declaring an interest. Members are respectfully advised to read the Code of Conduct for more information. Councillors are also responsible for ensuring that their Registers of Interests are up to date (within 28 days of any changes).
Cllr Brookes and Cllr Ainsley notified the chairman of motions for amendments to: The budget and Flag.


01/26–03 DEPUTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:  An opportunity for members of the public to speak in accordance with Standing Orders 1 (d)- 1(i). 

Cllr Ramsey Ross (RCC) asked for an update of the promotion of the flood risks app.  He requested that Oakham Town Council encouraged residents to sign up for the flood risk app and request flood risk maps from Rutland County Council. Cllr Ramsey responded to Cllr Harris’s question.  He also requested an update on high street improvements. The Town Clerk confirmed he will update further.


01/26–04 MINUTES: To confirm the accuracy of the minutes from the Full Council meeting held on 10th December 2025, Questions regarding extension of staffing extension for admin assistant raised by Cllr Harris from minutes of last meeting, agreement to discuss at end of meeting Proposed by Cllr Nix, seconded by Cllr Clark Carried.

01/26–05 ELECTION OF DEPUTY CHAIR: To elect a deputy chair for the remainder of the municipal year. Cllr Nix Proposed Cllr Ainsley, Cllr Clark Seconded. Cllr Brookes nominated himself, no seconder, a substantive vote was taken for proposal of Cllr Ainsley as Deputy Chair, Carried.

01/26-06 VOTE OF NO CONFIDENCE: Proposed vote of no confidence in the chair: Cllr Nix relinquished the chair to Deputy Chair Cllr Ainsley to discuss the vote of no confidence from Cllr Brookes.  Cllr Brookes withdrew his vote of no confidence.  Cllr Nix returned to the chair.

01/26-07 COUNCILLORS REPORT AND QUESTIONS:
None 

01/26-08 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: Cllr Nix commented that it was nice to see the Christmas events well attended and to explain that the mayoral chain was at the jewellers to be fixed.

01/26-09 TOWN CLERKS REPORT: The Town Clerk read out the following statement – 
As we begin this year, it is important to acknowledge that the way we operated last year is not sustainable. To ensure the effective running of the Council and the wellbeing of office staff, I need to outline how the office will operate going forward.
Every Councillor is entitled to fair access to staff time and resources. However, this must be balanced to ensure that no single Councillor disproportionately draws on those resources. Where a Councillor’s level of communication becomes excessively demanding—for example, sending a high volume of emails daily—responses will be prioritised and handled as staff capacity allows.
I also need to be clear that any communication received by the office that is personally abusive, bullying, or inappropriate will not be dealt with by staff. Such emails will be forwarded directly to the Chair of Staffing for their attention and action.
These steps are necessary to maintain a professional, respectful, and sustainable working environment for everyone.
He also updated the council regarding the adoption of the telephone kiosk in Market Square, Princess Avenue CCTV upgrading and the DISC presentation is being organised by Hugh Crouch in Melton Mowbray on Friday 19th January.

01/26-10 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED: None  

01/26-11 BANK STATEMENTS: To consider and approve the bank statements for December 2025.
11.1 Rialtas bank reconciliation 
11.2 Lloyds Current account 
11.3 HSBC Current account 
11.4 HSBC Deposit account 
11.5 Year to Date Spend
11.6 Spend/Transfer over 5K requiring approval.
Cllr Nix proposed to vote en bloc, accepted.  Approval of Bank Statements proposed by Cllr Wadsworth seconded by Cllr Clark. 1 abstention.  Carried.

01/26-12 CHURCH STREET TOILETS: To seek council approval to provide signage on the toilet building.  It was agreed that the Town Clerk is authorised to investigate costings and bring back to council for approval.   Proposed by Cllr Wadsworth seconded by Cllr Clark. Carried.


01/26-13: COUNCILS CONSENT TO FLY LGBT FLAG:  Cllr Wadsworth and Brookes brought a joint paper to council that seeks consent to fly the LGBT Flag (specifically the inclusive Progress Pride Flag or similar) at Cutts Close, Oakham, throughout the month of February each year to mark LGBT History Month. Cllr Brookes left the meeting at 19:19 and returned at 19:22. Cllr Ainsley proposed an amendment that Oakham Town Council fly the LGBT Flag on the 1st and 28th of February only and that the press release is amended to reflect the council rather than the collective input. Amendment carried.  Proposed by Cllr Ainsley seconded by Cllr Harris.  Carried.

01/26-14 BUDGET APPROVAL & PRECEPT FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2026/2027: Council to consider approving proposal from Finance Working Group. Cllr Brookes proposed an amendment to budget, seconded by Cllr Nix. 2 in favour, 4 against, 1 abstention FALLS.
Original Proposal – acceptance proposed by Cllr Ainsley, seconded by Cllr Clark, Cllr Brookes against.  Carried.


01/26-15 TREE TENDER: To approve contractor for tree works, Cllr Harris proposed that the pricing is renegotiated with five of the tender companies with all matters considered and with equal standing by Cllr Harris and the Town Clerk and for them to award contract on completion of this exercise, seconded by Cllr Brookes.  Carried.


01/26-16 CHURCH WALL:  To approve a church wall repair contractor.
Cllr Harris proposed that three of the tenders are reviewed by Cllr Brookes and the Town Clerk and then brought back to the council for approval.  In addition, the Town Clerk is to check that the faculty for the work has been approved. Proposed by Cllr Harris, seconded by Cllr Brookes, Carried.


01/26-17: PLAY EQUIPMENT TENDER: To approve contractor for repair works.  Cllr Wadsworth had reviewed the tender quotes and advised that the tender received by VenturePlay, meets the criteria the most and proposed that council accepts this with a small amendment of removing the cost of replacing the football posts.  The revised cost for this work will be £22987.00 and will be taken from UKSPF funding.  Proposed by Cllr Wadsworth seconded by Cllr Brookes.  Carried.

20:30 Cllr Nix proposed an extension of the meeting, seconded by Cllr Ainsley, Carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk209444934]01/26-18:  URGENT DECISION: Carried from questions raised in item 4 regarding the extension of the administration assistants’ hours.  Agreement was reached that approval was agreed for the admin assistant to remain on 30 hours a week basis until the end of her current contract on the 30th of March 2026. Proposed by Cllr Clark, seconded by Cllr Ainsley.  Carried.






 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday 11th February 2026 @6:30pm.

Meeting Finished 20:36






Signed………………………………………………………………. Date……………….

 












2

image1.jpeg




