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MINUTES OF A FULL COUNCIL MEETING OF OAKHAM TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 10th DECEMBER 2025 AT 6.30 P.M. IN THE TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
IN ATTENDANCE: Cllrs: C. Nix (Chair), P Ainsley, C Clark, S Wadsworth, J Harris, J Nichols, M Brookes.
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:	C Evans (Clerk) and M Palmer (Admin Assistant) and two members of public.
Cllr Nix opened the meeting and welcomed all present.
12/25–01 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE: Cllr Douthwaite’s letter of resignation was read out.  The Chair thanked her for her service.  Proposed acceptance by Cllr C Nix and seconded by Cllr J Harris. CARRIED.

12/25–02 DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS AND APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATION:  Reminder to Members to disclose either a Pecuniary Interest or Other Interest in any item on the agenda.  The clerk cannot advise members on this. Members are personally responsible for declaring an interest. Members are respectfully advised to read the Code of Conduct for more information. Councillors are also responsible for ensuring that their Registers of Interests are up to date (within 28 days of any changes) 

Cllr Brookes declared a non-pecuniary interest and signed the declaration book.

12/25–03 DEPUTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:  An opportunity for members of the public to speak in accordance with Standing Orders 1 (d)- 1(i). 

Cllr Ramsey Ross gave an update of Flood Risks.  He requested that Oakham Town Council encouraged residents to sign up for the flood risk app and request flood risk maps from Rutland County Council.  He also mentioned park & ride, safety/road maintenance & white lining improvements as well as utilisation of the Historic England Plaque design.

Mr Nitesh Bhundia, communicated his complaint regarding Cllr Brookes refusal to take down a photograph of his child from social media, an intense discussion followed. Cllr Brookes did not confirm he would remove the picture of the child from his media outlets. 

12/25–04 MINUTES: To confirm the accuracy of the minutes from the Full Council meeting held on 12th November 2025 Proposed by Cllr Brookes, seconded by Cllr Nichols, CARRIED.

12/25–05 COUNCILLOR’S REPORT AND QUESTIONS: Cllr Wadsworth attended the Parish Liaison Meeting at RCC and gave an update and also advised that Fix my Street is being updated, and that LRALC have a new training portal that Councillors can access and request training through. Cllr Wadsworth also gave an update on Assertion 10,
Cllr Brookes apologised for not attending the Code of Conduct training organised by the Clerk. Cllr Clark recommended the training by LRALC.

12/25-06 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
The Chair reiterated that all Councillors should attend the Code of Conduct training.

12/25-07 CLERKS REPORT 
The Town Clerk thanked Melanie Palmer and Cllr Wadsworth for their hard work on the Christmas Light Switch on Event and extended his thanks to all Councillors who assisted.
He also reiterated that any complaints from Councillors should follow the correct procedure which is to him in the first instance. Cllrs Nix & Clark could also be copied into the complaint.
The Clerk also advised Cllrs that the Deputy Clerk was on long term sick leave.

12/25-08 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED: Covered in Clerk’s Report.  

12/25-09 BANK STATEMENTS: To consider and approve the bank statements for November 2025.
It was proposed 9.1 to 9.5, with 9.6 moved to after item 10. Proposed Cllr Ainsley, Seconded Cllr Clark. Cllr Brookes abstained. CARRIED. 

12/25-10 UNMETERED ELECTRICITY INVOICE FOR STREET LIGHTS IN OAKHAM: To consider the annual payment of the electricity for streetlights to RCC.  Proposed by Cllr Ainsley seconded by Cllr Clark. CARRIED. Cllr Brookes voted against


9.6 Spend/Transfer over 5K requiring approval - by Cllr Ainsley seconded by Cllr 
Clark, CARRIED. Cllr Brookes voted against

12/25-11 CCTV MAINTENANCE: To seek Council approval to contribute to Rutland County Council (RCC) for the annual maintenance to maintain CCTV coverage in Oakham.  Amendment to proposal, to agree a simple contract of engagement with Rutland County Council, to be reviewed annually. Proposed by Cllr Ainsley seconded by Cllr Brookes.  CARRIED.
POWER TO SPEND -  LOCAL GOVERNMENT & RATING ACT 1997 – SECTION 31
.

12/25-12 ROAD SAFETY GRANT: To seek Council approval to apply for a road grant for vehicle activated signs in the high street.  Proposed by Cllr Clark, seconded by Cllr Brookes.  CARRIED.

12/25-13 BUDGET 2025/26: Council to consider final proposal from Finance Working Group regards the budget and precept for next financial year. Cllr Ainsley proposed a deferral of this agenda item so that the Finance Working Group could consider an amendment to the budget, to adjust for the potential Victoria Hall relocation This was seconded by Cllr Nix. CARRIED. Cllr Brookes against.

20.10 – Proposal by Cllr Nix to extend meeting to 9pm.  CARRIED.

12/25-14 STAFF ARRANGEMENTS: Due to a staff shortage until at least January 2026 a proposal to seek approval to alter staff working hours. Cllr Brookes proposed that council accepted the extension of the administrative assistant’s hours to up to 30 per week until the 14th of January 2026 when it will be reviewed again.  Proposed by Cllr Brookes, seconded by Cllr Nix, CARRIED. Cllr Wadsworth abstained.  

.
12/25-15 ROSPA INSPECTION: To note the latest independent review of OTC, Play Areas.
Council proposed that report was noted and that high and medium risk items were repaired as soon as possible. A working group was proposed to assist; Cllrs Wadsworth and Brookes were proposed.  Proposed by Cllr Ainsley seconded by Cllr Nix.  CARRIED.


12/25-16 UKSPF ALLOCATIONS: To prioritise potential projects for UKSPF spend this financial year (2025-26) Council Proposed: - (in priority order)
1. Princess Avenue
2. Church Wall (second repair)
3. Centenary Field picnic benches
4. Replacement bins in high street.  UKSPF monies to be allocated (£40,200) this amount does include the money already allocated to Christmas 2025.  Proposed by Cllr Ainsley seconded by Cllr Nix.  CARRIED.


12/25-17 VICTORIA HALL PROJECT: To receive a report on the progress of this project from the Victoria Hall Working Group.
Financial Context (CIL Allocated spend)
At the meeting of Full Council held on 10th September, a budget allocation of £20,000 was set aside from the Community Infrastructure Levy to secure specialist advice in support of the project. It is now proposed to commit £7,000 from this allocation to progress the next stage of work, leaving the balance available for future requirements.
Proposed by Cllr Ainsley, seconded by Cllr Nix.  CARRIED. Cllr Brookes against.  

20:55 Extension request for meeting to 9:30PM Proposed by Cllr Nix, seconded by Cllr Wadsworth.  CARRIED.

12/25-18 APPOINTMENT OF LRALC INTERNAL AUDITOR: To consider a proposal to appoint an internal auditor.
Proposed by Cllr Nix, seconded by Cllr Nichols.  CARRIED. Cllr Brookes against.  

12/25-19 CHRISTMAS AND EVENTS WORKING GROUP: To propose a working group for 2026-27 events. Cllr Ainsley requested that any existing work the Deputy Clerk had already completed for 2026 re Cutts Close was considered. Cllrs Wadsworth, Nichols and Brookes were appointed as members of the working group.
Proposed by Cllr Wadsworth, seconded by Cllr Nix.  CARRIED.

12/25-19. Proposal from Cllr Brookes for a member of the public to be included in the working group.  This was accepted on condition of receipt of an application letter from the member of the public.  Proposed by Cllr Nix seconded by Cllr Brookes CARRIED.

[bookmark: _Hlk216434805]12/25-20. OAKHAM TOWN COUNCIL CODE OF CONDUCT: To consider adopting the latest LGA approved code of conduct. Acceptance proposed by Cllr Ainsley, seconded by Cllr Clark.  CARRIED.



12/25-21. DATE OF NEXT MEETING: To consider a request to change the date of the next Full Council meeting from the 7th to the 14th.January 2026.  Acceptance proposed by Cllr Ainsley, seconded by Cllr Clark.  CARRIED.




 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday 14th January 2026

Meeting Finished 9:23pm






Signed………………………………………………………………. Date……………….
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