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	Purpose of Proposal

This report seeks the Council's consent to fly the LGBT Flag (specifically the inclusive Progress Pride Flag or similar) at Cutts Close, Oakham, throughout the month of February each year to mark LGBT History Month. The request is supported by significant historical, cultural, and community inclusion rationales, including solemn remembrance of historical persecution.

Oakham Town Council has flown the flag in previous years, possibly without formal agreement of the full council.

Background

We are asking the Council APPROVES the annual flying of the LGBT Flag at the designated flag-flying location in Cutts Close, Oakham, for the duration of February each year, commencing next February Year 2026.

That the LGBT Flag be ADDED to the Council's permanent Approved List of Flags to be flown specifically during the month of February, as an amendment to the Council's Flag Flying Policy.

LGBT History Month and Remembrance

The UK observes LGBT+ History Month every February. This month was strategically chosen to align with the 2003 abolition of Section 28 (Clause 28 of the Local Government Act 1988), which had severely restricted the discussion and representation of homosexuality by local authorities and in schools. Celebrating this month affirms the Council's support for equality and the importance of learning from past legislative discrimination.

The act of flying the flag is also a crucial act of remembrance for victims of historical persecution.

During World War II, under the Nazi regime, gay men were systematically persecuted under the expanded Paragraph 175 of the German Penal Code, which criminalised same-sex acts.

Men arrested as homosexuals were imprisoned in concentration camps and forced to wear an inverted pink triangle badge. This category of prisoner often faced exceptional brutality, systematic torture, and had a higher mortality rate than other non-Jewish prisoner groups, alongside the persecution of Jewish and disabled people.
Many gay survivors of the camps were tragically not recognised as victims of Nazism and were subsequently re-imprisoned by Allied authorities to serve out remaining sentences under the then-still-valid Paragraph 175, illustrating the deep and lasting nature of this discrimination.
Flying the LGBT Flag honours the memory of these victims, ensuring their suffering is not erased from history.

Approving this request is highly beneficial for Oakham and demonstrates the Council's commitment to equality, diversity, and inclusion, sending a clear message to all residents and visitors that the LGBT+ community is valued, contributing to a sense of safety and belonging. It is an important historical observance, encouraging public dialogue and education about LGBT+ history, the struggles for rights, and the ongoing fight against prejudice and the historical persecution faced by the community. Modern Governance Aligns the Council's public actions with its stated commitments to be a modern, welcoming, and responsive local authority.

[bookmark: _kyksmkdwlyt4]Financial and Operational Implications
· Financial: The cost of purchasing one LGBT Flag (if not already owned) is a small, one-off expenditure. The ongoing cost is limited to the brief operational time required for raising and lowering the flag, which is minimal and manageable within existing budget provisions for flag-flying.
· Operational: The request is for the month of February, outside of other major designated national flag-flying periods, ensuring no conflict with existing policy obligations (e.g., Armed Forces Day, Remembrance).
Conclusion
This proposal is a low-cost, high-impact action that allows the Council to demonstrate leadership on matters of equality, diversity, and historical remembrance. The flying of the LGBT Flag in February is a meaningful gesture that directly supports and honours a significant portion of the community.



	
PROPOSAL:

1. That the LGBT Flag (or specifically, the Progress Pride Flag as the universally accepted inclusive variant) be formally ADDED to the Council's permanent Approved List of Flags to be flown at the designated location in Cutts Close, Oakham.

CONDITION OF FLYING:

2 The flying of the LGBT Flag shall be strictly conditioned to the duration of the month of February each calendar year, to officially mark and commemorate LGBT History Month and the history of persecution and resilience of the community.

ACTION REQUIRED:

3. The Clerk/Responsible Officer is instructed to update the Council’s official Flag Flying Policy documentation accordingly.  

4. If the above are approved the council agrees to release the attached press release to all local media outlets. The Rutland Times, Oakham Nub News, Oakham and Rutland News and Rutland,  Stamford Sound, Greatest Hits Radio.








PRESS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Oakham Council to Fly LGBT Flag Annually at Cutts Close to Mark History and Remembrance

January 2026 – Oakham Town Council has approved a motion to fly the LGBT Flag at Cutts Close throughout the month of February each year. The decision formalises the Council's commitment to equality, diversity, and historical remembrance by observing LGBT History Month.

The flag will be raised annually on February 1st, providing a highly visible civic affirmation of the contributions of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT+) community to Oakham and wider society.

Councillors Martin Brookes and Sally-Anne Wadsworth, who proposed the motion, commented:

“This is a truly momentous decision for our community. By flying the LGBT Flag, we are doing multiple important things, we are celebrating the rich diversity of our town and providing a vital public sign of support for our LGBT+ residents. Crucially, we are also making an act of solemn remembrance.

“February is about history. It commemorates the abolition of Section 28 in the UK, but it goes deeper than that. It is a reminder of the global persecution of LGBT+ people, particularly the victims who were forced to wear the Pink Triangle in German death camps alongside Jewish and disabled people. We are ensuring that their suffering and their community's resilience is never forgotten.

“Furthermore, this flag is flown as a visible symbol of apology and support for local service people who, until recently, were criminalised in the UK simply for their sexuality whilst serving within our Armed Forces. The recent expansion of the pardons scheme shows we are actively correcting historical wrongs, and Oakham stands in solidarity with these brave veterans.”

Key Reasons for the Decision:

Commemoration: The annual observance of LGBT History Month (UK) is linked to the abolition of the discriminatory Section 28 law.

Remembrance: The flag honours the memory of those persecuted, imprisoned, and executed during the Holocaust and other historical periods of anti-LGBT violence.

Inclusivity: The Council is demonstrating its commitment to being a modern, welcoming, and inclusive authority for all people in Oakham.

Education: It encourages dialogue and learning about LGBT+ history, which is often excluded from traditional curricula.

The motion passed includes an amendment to the Council’s official Flag Flying Policy, permanently adding the LGBT Flag to the list for annual display in February.

Oakham Town Council encourages residents to take the opportunity during February to learn more about LGBT+ history and to celebrate the diversity that enriches the community.

### ENDS ###

Contact: Oakham Town Council, ROL House, Long Row, Oakham, Rutland LE15 6LN

Telephone. 01572 723627  Email. enquiries@oakhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
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