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MINUTES OF A FULL COUNCIL MEETING OF OAKHAM TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 8th OCTOBER 2025 AT 6.30 P.M. IN THE TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
IN ATTENDANCE: Cllrs: P Ainsley, C. Nix, S Wadsworth, C. Clark, J Harris, J Nicholls, M Brookes.
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:	C Evans (Clerk) and M Palmer (Admin Asstnt)
Cllr Nix opened the meeting and welcomed all present.
10/25–01 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE: Cllr Douthwaite due to commitments. Proposed acceptance by Cllr C Nix and seconded by Cllr P Ainsley. Carried.

10/25–02 DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS AND APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATION:  Reminder to Members to disclose either a Pecuniary Interest or Other Interest in any item on the agenda.  The clerk cannot advise members on this. Members are personally responsible for declaring an interest. Members are respectfully advised to read the Code of Conduct for more information. Councillors are also responsible for ensuring that their Registers of Interests are up to date (within 28 days of any changes) None declared.

10/25–03 DEPUTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:  An opportunity for members of the public to speak in accordance with Standing Orders 1 (d)- 1(i). 
A member of the public talked about the need for a streetlight on an L shaped passageway between Cutts Close and Vicarage Road to provide a safe path. The Chair highlighted this would be covered later in the agenda.

10/25–04 MINUTES: To confirm the accuracy of the minutes from the meeting held on 14th May and 10th September 2025.
Cllr Brookes was concerned over that Oakham in Bloom not being able to advertise on the new planters, which  the Town Clerk agreed to alter to reflect in the minutes.
Proposed by Cllr Clark, seconder Cllr Nix. Carried. 

10/25–05 COUNCILLOR’S REPORT AND QUESTIONS: There were no reports from Councillors.
[bookmark: _Hlk144297368]Three questions were sent to the Clerk. The Chair stated that as there was the potential for exempt information to be forthcoming in the three questions brought by a councillor , this item would be held at the end of the Council meeting agenda to ensure the orderly process of the meeting and go into closed session. Cllr Brookes had some concerns about not being notified of this matter, but the Town Clerk indicated that having sought legal advice this decision had been only recently taken for which he apologised. Cllr Brookes therefore asked for these questions be withdrawn, which the Chair accepted.


10/25-06 CHAIRMANS/CLERKS REPORT 
The Chair reported that an Oakham in Bloom meeting, which was a great round up of the year and thanked the Council for their support with the planters. He also received a report from the Flower Show which was a great success
The Town Clerk highlighted the Office Newsletter distributed and did not intend to cover those items.
Recently the Church Wall has been fixed along with door of the Disabled Toilet. Also Historic England have given permission for the concealed culvert in Cutts Close to be safely covered, which will be done in the next two weeks on Health and Safety Grounds.

10/25-07 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED: Only one letter which was very complimentary on our work in Centenary Field and discussion over the provision of picnic tables which is covered later in the agenda.

10/25-08 OAKHAM TOWN CRIER:
Cllr P Ainsley introduced this item, regards a voluntary position which would be of great benefit to Oakham and as such the only cost would be for the uniform. The potential Town Crier then gave a rendition of her ability to deliver the news to Oakham!

Cllr P Ainsley proposed to recruit a Town Crier to a voluntary post with the objective of enhancing civic engagement, promoting council visibility, and celebrating Oakham’s heritage and approves a budget cap for a costume for the Town Crier of £450 charged to the Events/ Promotion/military/banners budget for, this was seconded by Cllr C Nix. 
Cllr S-A Wadsworth concerned over no commitment to number of events for this amount spent. Cllr P Ainsley stated that there were so many events that potentially could be attended by the Town Crier.
Motion carried.
.

.
  

10/25-09 BANK STATEMENTS: To consider and approve the bank statements for August/ September 2025.
The Chair requested that the Council requested that 9.1 to 9.5 to vote together.
Cllr S-A Wadsworth raised concern over a deposit paid to a band for next year. The Town Clerk highlighted that bands now get booked up a year in advance rather than lose a popular band. Cllr Brookes stated that slow improvements are being made.
Cllr Nicholls asked about Phs invoice , the Clerk stated this was for nappies etc disposal from the Church Street toilets. 
Vote on 9.1 to 9.4a Proposer Cllr Ainsley, seconder Cllr Wadsworth, carried.
Vote on 9.4b Proposer Cllr Ainsley, seconder Cllr Wadsworth, carried.
The Chair then introduced the item on year to spend paper 9.5. Cllr Wadsworth concern over advertising being overspent, Cllr Ainsley stated that this item was on general not event advertising. The Chair agreed that this needed to be more clearly defined.
Proposed acceptance Cllr Ainsley, seconded by Cllr Wadsworth.


The Item 9.6 ,Spend / Transfer over 5K will be deferred to agenda 20 (Oakham Hopper) as they are inextricably linked.


10/25-10 TELEPHONE KIOSK: Cllr Ainsley introduced this agenda item within a budget for decoration etc of max £500 and consult with RCC over planning. BT will provide electricity for seven years and enclosed is a contract with BT.
There followed a discussion on the use of the Kiosk .
Proposed that the Council adopt the kiosk and consult residents over future use by Cllr Ainsley and seconded Brookes. Carried.

10/25-11  ENQUIRIES:  .Cllr Ainsley stressed the obligation via the Occupational Health Reports and the intend to ensure the use by all Councillors of the enquiries email.
Cllr Brookes highlighted some concerns over this and Cllr Wadsworth over response times. The Chair stated that the idea of enquiries email is that this process provides the potential for a team response, and someone will deal with these across the office should a particular officer not be available. It was agreed that should it be necessary; a new email account could be initiated by the Town Clerk for an office email account.
Proposed by Cllr Ainsley, seconded by Cllr Harris that 
1.	Notes the ongoing failure of certain members to engage with requests issued by the Staffing Committee.
2.	Refers those members who are not complying—and thereby impeding the Council’s ability to act on professional Occupational Health advice—to the Monitoring Officer for consideration of a potential breach of the Leadership Standard within the Code of Conduct. This standard requires holders of public office to demonstrate respect and integrity in their conduct and interactions. A response from the Monitoring Officer is anticipated to be provided within four weeks of submission, to ensure timely and constructive engagement.
3.	Resolves that, pending the outcome of the Monitoring Officer’s review, the Council will act in accordance with any recommendations issued.
4.	Affirms its continued commitment to respectful, accountable, and transparent governance in all interactions with staff and fellow councillors

Carried

10/25-12 PASSAGEWAY LIGHT: Cllr Nix introduced this item and the Town Clerk stated this was pursued with RCC and OTC authorised this works as a priority. However RCC have no budget or plans for this in the near future and the Town Clerk stated that the payment could be paid for by OTC even though this remit usually to RCC. Cllr Brookes was concerned over the approximate quote and the present County Councillor stated there were no plans for this lighting in this year’s budget but could potentially be in next year’s budget.
Cllr Ainsley stated that the council would have to justify this amount coming from the General Reserves with a maximum of 4K as an urgent matter of Health and Safety. The Chair accepted that we also investigate the potential for an extra light on the existing lamppost at a different angle.
Proposal  by Cllr Ainsley that the council approves the cost for the work to progress for the installation of additional lighting with a maximum of 4K budget and investigate extra lighting on existing light.  , seconder Cllr Brookes, carried. 


10/25-13 TREE SURVEY:
The Town Clerk stated that these tree survey by RCC are a regular event and was urgently required after the summer which was very dry putting extra strain on trees. The Clerk stated this was within this year’s budget and the report should be available for next month’s meeting.
Proposer by Cllr Brookes and seconded by Cllr Wadsworth , that a ground-based visual assessment for the mentioned areas will be £1,418.79 (exc. VAT), this is within this year’s budget set for Planting and Tree Surgery (9k)
Carried.

10/25-14 EXTERNAL AUDIT:
The Town Clerk highlighted that he was not happy with this Audit but given the extenuating circumstances of several months sick leave not surprising. Indeed given the situation over the summer the remaining office staff performed excellently in achieving this certificate pass.
The Town Clerk highlighted the extra expense over £1.3K inquired this year due a question to the external auditor from a member of public , who on further examination is a councillor. The advice is clear a councillor should seek Full Council permission before placing a question to the External Auditors, because of the extra expense.
Cllr Brookes stated that the questions he placed to the Council had not been answered and he had retracted the questions, but the External Auditor still kept the questions are kept on record. Cllr Brookes would ask the Auditors why we had been charged.
Cllr Ainsley stated there were bigger questions to be answered as to how this situation regards the office staff had arisen.
The Town Clerk also highlighted a significant error in the Councillor submission to the External Auditor implying that the toilet contractor Metcalfs were expensive using the Church Wall contracts as an example which was incorrect as they were the cheapest contractor. Cllr Brookes admitted to this mistake.
.
Proposal that the Council notes the report and that the Finance Working Group now with the Office staff addresses the issues in the reports and then brings recommendations back to Full Council by  Cllr Nix, seconder Cllr Wadsworth, carried.

10/25-15 FLAG FLYING POLICY:
Cllr Brookes introduced the paper to introduce Rutland Flag into the policy, and the Town Clerk stated there may be an expense as the existing flag is looking a bit tired.

It is proposed that the Oakham Town Council's Flag Flying Policy be amended to include the flying of the Rutland County Flag on 13th September each year to observe and celebrate Rutland Day by Cllr Brookes, seconder Cllr Ainsley, carried.

10/25-16 MARKET SQUARE SOCKETS:

The Town Clerk stated that we have a situation where the traders are using sockets which are far from ideal and from unmetered supplies. The Head trader has agreed to gather a 5 pounds per day fee which is the maximum that can be drawn from a socket in a day. This compliments the process with our Christmas lights. The Clerk stated that if this contract is to be fulfilled other electricians which have been approached could not complete before Christmas hence only one quote. Cllr Ainsley stated that also an amendment is that the fee should be reviewed regularly and adjusted when required.
It is proposed that the following is undertaken 

Market place Sockets
Install 2 banks of 5 16a sockets
each socket to be metered separately
4 standard
1 timed for xmas lights
Install 1 banks of 3 16a sockets
each socket to be metered separately
2 standard
1 timed for xmas lights.

For £1,500 fee 

And that the unmetered fee collected by the Head Trader is reviewed regularly

Proposer Cllr Ainsley, seconder Cllr Clark, carried.


10/25-17 CHRISTMAS SWITCH ON:
Cllr Wadsworth stated that many extra attractions were being sought including a snow globe , free hot chocolate mince pies , Choir, Hook a duck etc with railway and more stalls and Santa from the Lions. 
Therefore requesting the funds be drawn from UKSPF as Rutland Day did not take place a fund of 6500 in total including VAT to include First Aid and Traffic Management as well as the Lights on Mill Street 
.
Proposer Cllr Wadsworth, seconder Cllr Brookes, carried.

10/25-18 WEB MAINTENANCE:
The Town Clerk this is  a contract to maintain the Discover Oakham from the contractor of 450 per annum.
Cllr Brookes concerned this was not budgeted for, but Cllr Ainsley stated this was for the benefit of all Oakham residents
It was proposed by  Cllr Ainsley that an Annual Maintenance fee for the Web Site of £273.60 be accepted , seconder Cllr Harris, carried.

10/25-19 PICNIC TABLES (Centenary Field):
Cllr Wadsworth aired the concern over the cost for one bench in, also a member of public was concerned over the existing level of litter in the filed especially during school term time.
[At this point in time ( 20:25) the Chair stated he needed to move a motion to extend the meeting time by thirty minutes
Proposer Cllr Nix, seconder Cllr Clark, carried.]

Cllr Harris suggested there should be more effort to encourage residents to take the litter home and also for recycling bins to be installed as a matter of urgency. 

Cllr Ainsley was concerned over the level of expense and requested a deferral while further investigation takes place, and brought back to next Novembers meeting

Proposer Cllr Ainsley, seconder Cllr Nix, carried.

10/25-20 OAKHAM HOPPER:
.Cllr Ainsley requested a deferral for this item which would also involve 9.6 being deferred as clearly the payment is linked. Cllr Ainsley stated OTC  need to defer to November as we need to get more for this expense and there is a meeting with RCC on 21st October to discuss this matter 

[bookmark: _Hlk211616571]Proposer by Cllr Ainsley to defer item  seconder Cllr Brookes, carried.


10/25-21 FINANCIAL REGULATIONS UPDATE:
Cllr Ainsley requested these policies would provide more clear structured two stage path for authorised payments

It was resolved 

1. That Council resolves to adopt the proposed enhancement of the Financial Regulations through the incorporation of Appendix 2: Authorising Expenditure and Appendix 3: Release of Funds for Significant Payments.

2. That Council acknowledges the further amendments to the Financial Regulations, as outlined in the document reference points associated with Appendix 2 and Appendix 3.

Proposer Cllr Ainsley, seconder Cllr Clark, carried.


10/25-22 FILCA TRAINING:

Cllr Ainsley this will require money from the reserves, to increase the knowledge of the office and councillors on the finance committee.
That council approves the following: 

1. FILCA Training Allocation: Priority access is given to the office team and Finance Working Group to support financial competence and statutory compliance.

2. Councillor Access and Budget Provision: Other councillors may apply for a place, subject to budget. 

3. Council approves capped expenditure of £960 which lies outside the approved budget for FY2025. The additional spend is justified to ensure the Town Clerk’s development programme is fully and reliably financed and supports financial competence and statutory compliance.

.
Proposer Cllr Ainsley, seconder Cllr Nix, carried.

	

 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday 12TH November 2025

Meeting Finished 8.40pm



Signed………………………………………………………………..Date………………..
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