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MINUTES OF A FULL COUNCIL MEETING OF OAKHAM TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 12th NOVEMBER 2025 AT 6.30 P.M. IN THE TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
A MINUTE’S SILENCE WAS HELD FOR JOYCE LUCAS BEM
IN ATTENDANCE: Cllrs: P Ainsley, C. Nix, S Wadsworth, C. Clark, J Harris, J Nichols, M Brookes.
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:	C Evans (Clerk) and M Palmer (Admin Assistant - part) and four members of public.
Cllr Nix opened the meeting and welcomed all present.
11/25–01 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE: C. Clark, Cllr Douthwaite. Proposed acceptance by Cllr C Nix and seconded by Cllr J Harris. Carried.

11/25–02 DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS AND APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATION:  Reminder to Members to disclose either a Pecuniary Interest or Other Interest in any item on the agenda.  The clerk cannot advise members on this. Members are personally responsible for declaring an interest. Members are respectfully advised to read the Code of Conduct for more information. Councillors are also responsible for ensuring that their Registers of Interests are up to date (within 28 days of any changes) None declared.

11/25–03 DEPUTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:  An opportunity for members of the public to speak in accordance with Standing Orders 1 (d)- 1(i). None presented.

11/25–04 MINUTES: To confirm the accuracy of the minutes from the Extraordinary meeting held on 22nd October 2025 Proposed by Cllr Ainsley, seconded by Cllr Harris, two abstentions, carried, and Full Council on 8th October 2025. Proposed by Cllr Wadsworth, seconded by Cllr Brookes, carried unanimously.

1/25–05 COUNCILLOR’S REPORT AND QUESTIONS: Cllr Wadsworth wanted to pass on our thanks to Emma and the team at Tesco for their kind contribution of sweets and mince pies towards our Christmas Switch on event. Town Clerk agreed to write letter of thanks.
Cllr Brookes thanked the Chairman for his attendance at the Remembrance Service. Cllr Brookes withdrew his question, the clerk to arrange a meeting to discuss separately.
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11/25-06 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
The Chair reported that a meeting at RCC with the Conduct Chair and Monitoring Officer proved to be  very useful and he appreciated the support of fellow councillors.  He also attended the Remembrance Services and found it very poignant.
11/25-07 CLERKS REPORT 
The Town Clerk highlighted the Office Newsletter distributed and did not intend to cover those items.
The Clerk & Cllr Ainsley met with Oakham Tennis Club representatives regarding lack of maintenance etc. with the building and discussed future plans to renovate, relocate or replace the building.
The Clerk and Cllr Ainsley also met with RCC on the 6th  of November regarding the Oakham Town Centre Action Plan.
The Oakham Town Flag flew at half-mast for the passing of Joyce Lucas.
A tree survey has been carried out, with 24 trees in Cutts Close being identified at level 2 which requires immediate attention. 
A Play equipment inspection has also been organised.
Oakham School has contacted the council regarding crossing and markings not being adequate.
LRALC training – Code of Conduct training will be organised asap. Potential dates have been issued to councillors.
The Clerk highlighted that many other councils are offering free parking near Christmas and has asked councillors to consider.
The Clerk updated on his training; he is already taking ILCA training with FILCA to follow in December  and CILCA in March.
Cllr Nichols asked for the meeting minutes from the RCC meeting, which the Clerk agreed to obtain.
 
11/25-08 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED: Covered in Clerk’s Report.  

11/25-09 BANK STATEMENTS: To consider and approve the bank statements for October 2025.
The Town Clerk highlighted that a new indexing system  applied to all invoices this financial year which means that there is now a swift mechanism in place to answer any queries from Councillors and Audit. Cllr Brookes stated that he is still unhappy with the process in place due to not having the original minute reference in place on orders over 5K. The Clerk responded that wherever possible they would be added from now on.
[bookmark: _Hlk214888412]Cllr Wadsworth asked about the mistakes regarding Travis Perkins which the Clerk stated was due to a simple mistake on entry to the accounting system. Cllr Wadsworth asked about why the key safe was changed and what the invoice was for Gaol Street.  Clerk advised that it was the external outside key safe which was broken not the internal one, and although only Gaol St was highlighted due to lack of comment space in Rialtas the bolts inspection was on all the bolts in Oakham Town Centre used for the Christmas Lights
Cllr Brookes raised a concern regarding councillors ordering items which the Clerk agreed was not best practice and would be minimised from now on. He also raised a concern that two Councillors in person had not checked and signed invoices before the meeting. The Clerk responded that a new digital system was in place where two councillor’s signatories online were required and scanned invoices were sent to said councillors for inspection.
Cllr Brookes requested further redaction methods to be investigated. The Clerk advised that although we are at present using a redaction pen, he would investigate using Adobe to redact instead. 
It was proposed conditional on item 14 being passed that Council accepts the financial records given from 9.1 to 9.6 Proposed Cllr Wadsworth, Seconded Cllr Nichols. Cllr Brookes against. Carried. 

11/25-10 CCTV Brooke Road To seek Council approval to undertake initial enquiries regarding the installation of a CCTV camera in or near the Woodland Trust car park on Brooke Road. Proposal amended by Cllr Nichols to assemble a working group to investigate data from Hugh Crouch and prospective costs.  Proposed by Cllr Nichols, seconded by Cllr Brookes, carried unanimously.
.

11/25-11 OAKHAM TWINNING ASSOCIATION: Request to Use and Adapt the Oakham Town Crest.  Proposed by Cllr Nix, seconded by Cllr Brookes unanimous – note - Clerk to check to ensure it does not contravene Standing Orders.
.

11/25-12. PROVISIONAL BUDGET 2026/27: Council to consider the draft proposal from Finance Working Group for the Budget next financial year (2026-27). Proposed by Cllr Nix due to confidential nature of discussions on this item that it be moved to after item 15, seconded by Cllr Brookes and carried unanimously.


11/25-13 CCTV FUNDING REQUEST: To consider a request from Rutland County Council (RCC) for annual maintenance to maintain CCTV coverage in Oakham.
It was proposed that this is deferred for further investigation and a presentation by Hugh Crouch (RCC) at the next Full Council meeting by Cllr Nix seconded by Cllr 
Wadsworth carried unanimously.

11/25-14 OAKHAM HOPPER:  Oakham Town Council is asked to approve continued funding of the free Hopper Bus service. Proposal amended to include OTC will continue to fund in conjunction with RCC with a view to draw up a formal contract.  Proposed Cllr Nix, Seconded Cllr Wadsworth carried unanimously.

11/25-15. VICTORIA HALL PROJECT: The Working Group presented a progress report, which was noted following discussion. It was resolved that the appointment of architects be deferred pending the receipt of further information. Proposed by Cllr Nix, seconded by Cllr Ainsley, and carried.



11/25-16. MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION IN PRIVATE: To resolve that the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items on the grounds that they relate to individuals and the financial affairs of 
 persons. This information is classed as exempt under paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of Schedule 12A to Section 100A of the Local Government Act 1972.
Proposed by Cllr Nix and seconded by Cllr Ainsley . Carried


11/25-12. PROVISIONAL BUDGET 2026/27: It was proposed that councillors review information provided and email suggestions to the office for consideration before next Full Council on December 10th, 2025.  by Cllr Nix, seconded by Cllr Brookes. 1 abstention carried.

11/25-17. STRUCTURAL SURVEY REPORT: Cheviot Close
It was proposed that the Council maintain the trees and hedges and advise the resident accordingly and inform our insurers of the complaint. Proposed by Cllr Nix, seconded by Cllr Brookes carried.

 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday 10th December 2025

Meeting Finished 9pm



Signed……………………………………………………………….Date……………….
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