Subject: Councillor's Question for the Next Meeting - Approval and Signing of Official Council Correspondence

Councillor's Question for the Next Meeting - Approval and Signing of Official Council Correspondence

Dear Oakham Town Council,

Please accept this as a formal Councillor's Question for inclusion and response at our next full Council meeting.

Questions Regarding Council Correspondence (Dated 22nd October 2025)

On the 22nd October 2025, I received a letter which was signed by the Chairman of the Council and Cllr Paul Ainsley. My questions relate to the process of approving and signing this official correspondence:

It is my understanding that the law requires the full Council to approve letters sent on behalf of the Council. Did the full Council formally approve the letter dated 22nd October 2025?

The law states that only the Clerk and the Chairman can sign official letters and documents on behalf of the Council. If the letter was approved by the full Council, and the chairman is mention in standing orders. No member can sign any official document or correspondence on behalf of the council, please can you explain why Cllr Paul Ainsley signed the correspondence when, based on my understanding, only the signature of the Clerk  and the Chairman was required?



Here is the advice I have received, 2. The Chairman/Chair
1. The Chairman (or Mayor) of the council is a member of the council and often signs documents in a civic or representative capacity, or when attesting to the accuracy of documents like minutes.
1. While the Chairman has no inherent power to act or correspond on behalf of the council without a resolution, their signature, when coupled with the Proper Officer's signature, acts as verification that the document is correct and in accordance with the resolution passed by the full council.



