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MINUTES OF AN EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF OAKHAM TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 22nd  OCTOBER 2025 AT 6.30 P.M. IN THE TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
IN ATTENDANCE: Cllrs: C. Nix (Chair),  A Douthwaite (Deputy Chair), P Ainsley, C. Clark, J Harris, J Nicholls.
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:	C Evans (Clerk) and M Palmer (Admin Asstnt)
Cllr Nix opened the meeting and welcomed all present.
11/25–01 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE: Cllr  S Wadsworth and Cllr M Brookes due to commitments. Proposed acceptance by Cllr C Clark and seconded by Cllr J Harris. Carried.

11/25–02 DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS AND APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATION:  Reminder to Members to disclose either a Pecuniary Interest or Other Interest in any item on the agenda.  The clerk cannot advise members on this. Members are personally responsible for declaring an interest. Members are respectfully advised to read the Code of Conduct for more information. Councillors are also responsible for ensuring that their Registers of Interests are up to date (within 28 days of any changes) None declared.

11/25–03 DEPUTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:  An opportunity for members of the public to speak in accordance with Standing Orders 1 (d)- 1(i). 
None

11/25–04 MINUTES: To confirm the accuracy of the minutes from the meeting held on 8th October 2025.
Deferred to next Full Council meeting.
Proposed by Cllr Clark, seconder Cllr Ainsley Carried. 

11/25–05 COUNCILLOR’S REPORT AND QUESTIONS: There were no reports or questions from Councillors.
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11/25-06 CLERKS REPORT:
The Town Clerk  reported that the disabled door on the toilets is now functional and that today he had met  Hugh Crouch to discuss the improvements in the CCTV coverage in Oakham and the potential to contribute to their maintenance, with a report coming to the next Council meeting


11/25-07 CHAIRMANS REPORT: Nothing of import to discuss


11/25-08 ACT OF REMEMBERANCE:

There was some discussion over the amount of involvement of Oakham Town Council in the earlier remembrance service at 11am and it was agreed that the Council should help and organise this event from now on , the later one at 14:30 being organised by Rutland County Council.

The proposal is 
1. The Town Council officially supports the morning Act of Remembrance at Oakham War Memorial. The Mayor or Deputy Mayor will be assigned to attend the ceremony, offering a formal presence and recognition from the council.
2. The Town Council asks the Town Clerk to write to the organisers of the Rutland county event, requesting that the wreaths and poppies laid during the morning ceremony remain in place until after the county's formal Act of Remembrance. The letter should convey the residents' sentiment that the removal of these tributes is seen as disrespectful to those who have already paid their respects.


Proposer Cllr Nix, seconder Cllr Clark, carried.



11/25-09 ADVERTISING PLACEMENT CUTTS CLOSE: 

There was some discussion over the exact placement of the new banner in Cutts Close , however it was accepted that this was an excellent idea and the Handyman should investigate the cost of doing the work himself.

It is proposed that the council instructs the office to seek quotes from the Handyman and outsider contractors for the cost of a banner frame similar or identical to the one located at Centenary Field, along with all associated installation costs. Once these quotes have been obtained, the office should return the matter to the council for further consideration and possible approval for implementation.
[bookmark: _Hlk212112505]Proposer Cllr Ainsley, seconder Cllr Nix, carried.

11/25-10 CHRISTMAS SWITCH ON:  Report on progress is duly noted


11/25-11  EXTERNAL AUDITOR:  . 
The Town Clerk introduced this agenda item stating that the invoice now presented by the External Auditor exceeded that assigned in the Accounting and Audit budget.
The Town Clerk stated that this was not the first time such an issue had arisen about ten years ago with a previous Chair instructing the External Auditor and incurring a cost. He the repaid this amount and resigned. Thus a similar mistake had occurred and the Council needed to resolve how to deal with this matter and put safeguards in to ensure a repeat does not occur.
Cllr P Ainsley the proposed the motion with an amendment to address recent communications by the councillor.

1. Notes that the councillor has contacted both the External Auditor and the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales (ICAEW) using his council email address  and that the office contact these bodies to inform them that the councillor is not acting on behalf of the corporate body.
Refers the issues to the Monitoring Officer at Rutland County Council to ensure a fair and impartial investigation into whether the councillor’s actions breached the Code of Conduct.
Proposer Cllr Ainsley, seconder Cllr Douthwaite, carried.


2. Considers drafting guidance on councillor contact with external bodies and reviewing Standing Orders if the Monitoring Officer identifies a breach or recommends procedural change
Proposer Cllr Ainsley, seconder Cllr Nichols, carried.

3. Council approves additional expenditure of £1300 which lies outside the approved budget (Accountancy and Audit) for FY2025. This unbudgeted cost relates to additional audit work triggered by a councillor’s submission to the external auditor, which the council is legally obliged to fund.
4. 
Proposer Cllr Ainsley, seconder Cllr Harris, carried.
	

 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday 12TH November 2025

Meeting Finished 7.16pm



Signed………………………………………………………………..Date………………..
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