Version 1.3 3rd January 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk205290768]
	Meeting Type: Full Council
	Agenda Item: 14

	Date of Meeting: 12 November 2025
	

	

	OAKHAM TOWN COUNCIL

	

	Report Author: Cllr Ainsley & Town Clerk
	Purpose: Decision / Discussion / Update 

	Title: Proposal to Full Council: Continuation of Hopper Bus Funding

	Background:

Oakham Town Council is asked to approve continued funding of the free Hopper Bus service at £29,000. This reflects a £2,000 increase from last year, in line with rising costs across staffing, insurance, and maintenance. Although the fleet is now electric, operating costs remain sensitive to inflation. Rutland County Council contributes more than our allocation, demonstrating shared commitment. The Hopper delivers strong value in three areas:

1. Accessibility and Inclusion
Supports older residents, disabled people, and those without private transport. Connects neighbourhoods to shops and services, reduces isolation, and helps meet legal duties to ensure fair and accessible services.

2. Promoting Local Attractions
Afternoon usage is low. A revised timetable is being negotiated with Rutland County Council (agreement in principle) to free up capacity for promotional circuits to destinations such as Rutland Hall.

3. Supporting Town Events
Weekend use is also under negotiation (agreement in principle). The Hopper could support events like the Christmas light switch-on and CiCLE Classic at around £30 per hour. These costs are not included in the £29,000 service budget and should be met from individual event budgets.

The 7.4% cost increase reflects sector-specific pressures. A commitment to annual review will ensure continued value for money and responsiveness to community needs.

	Proposal:

1. That Oakham Town Council approves the continued funding of the Hopper Bus service at £29,000 for 2025–26, subject to ongoing review and partnership with Rutland County Council.



For completion by the office
	In Budget  ☐
	Spend Authorised  ☒

	Budget Header: Oakham Hopper
	Amount:£29,000

	Estimates  ☐
	Quotes             ☒
	Emergency Spend  ☐
	Sole supplier ☒
	Specialist  ☐
	FY:2026

	P.O         .  ☐
	Invoice Checked    ☒
	Reason for spend: Support Free Bus Service as outlined

	Legal Power: Local Government Act 1972 amend as necessary
	Contract Finders     ☐
	Supplier: Rutland county Council 




