










Job Description and Acknowledgement of Role

Town Crier


Role Responsibilities
As Town Crier, you will serve as a public representative of Oakham Town Council and its residents. In fulfilling this role, you are expected to uphold the highest standards of conduct, courtesy, and professionalism—both during official duties and when participating in competitions. You must present yourself in a clean, smart, and cheerful manner, always demonstrating politeness and good humour. A strong, clear voice and confident public presence are essential.
To support your engagement with the wider Town Crier community, you will be invited to join a recognised National Town Crier Organisation. Oakham Town Council will cover the cost of your membership subscription.

Costume
The appointed Town Crier will be provided with appropriate items of clothing necessary to perform their official duties. These garments shall remain the property of Oakham Town Council and must be returned upon completion or termination of the appointment. The Council will reimburse the cost of dry cleaning the uniform up to a maximum of three occasions per financial year.

Skills
The Town Crier is expected to compose a relevant and engaging cry for each event at which they are invited to perform. All cries must begin with the traditional proclamation “Oyez, Oyez, Oyez” and conclude with “God save the King.” Content must remain strictly non-political and non-religious and should reflect good taste and the ceremonial spirit of the role.
A sound knowledge of Oakham—its history, character, and community—is essential. The Town Crier is expected to either possess or actively develop this local understanding to ensure their cries are both meaningful and contextually appropriate.

Duties
The Town Crier will be expected to attend Oakham Town Council events as requested and will liaise directly with the Town Clerk, who will act as their Line Manager for all matters relating to the role. Attendance at major civic events is anticipated, and it is hoped that the Town Crier will also be invited to support charitable and community initiatives throughout the year by delivering public cries.
Participation in national Town Crier competitions is permitted at the discretion of the appointee. However, the Town Council reserves the right to withhold permission for any activity deemed inappropriate or inconsistent with Council policies.

Insurance
While performing official duties as Town Crier on behalf of Oakham Town Council, you will be covered under the Council’s insurance policy.

Voluntary Position
The role of Town Crier is a voluntary and unpaid appointment. However, Oakham Town Council will give favourable consideration to awarding a nominal honorarium, intended both as a gesture of appreciation and to offset wear and tear on elements of attire not supplied by the Council.
Should an organisation or business offer payment in exchange for a cry, such contributions may only be accepted on the clear understanding that they will be donated in full to a local charity.

Insurance
While performing official duties as Town Crier on behalf of Oakham Town Council, you will be covered under the Council’s insurance policy.


Membership
You are encouraged to join the nationwide Ancient and Honourable Guild of Town Criers. The Council will reimburse the cost of your annual membership subscription.

Conduct and Dismissal
Please note that any individual found by Oakham Town Council to be in serious breach of the above conditions, or otherwise deemed to have brought the position into disrepute, will be subject to immediate dismissal from the role of Town Crier.
Furthermore, any person dismissed under such circumstances will be permanently ineligible to hold the post at any future time.

Other income
Invitations to perform commercial cries for local businesses in the area, e.g., opening of stores, are both encouraged and allowed, subject to approval from the Town Clerk. Fees for such engagements will be negotiated by you and donated to a local charity.  The Town Council reserves the right to refuse permission for any activity which they may consider inappropriate or contrary to the policies of the Town Council.

Membership
You are encouraged to join the nationwide Ancient and Honorable Guild of Town Criers and the annual membership will be reimbursed to you.

Please note:
Any person found by the Town Council to be in serious breach of any of the above conditions or otherwise be considered as having bought the position into disrepute, will be immediately removed from the role of Oakham Town Crier. Any person who has been dismissed by the Town Council from the post of Oakham Town Crier, for bringing the position into disrepute, will not be eligible to hold the post at any other time in the future.

	Acknowledgement of Job Description
I confirm that I have read, understood, and accepted the responsibilities, expectations, and terms outlined in the Town Crier job description above. I understand that this document forms part of the volunteer agreement and will guide my role and performance within the organisation
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	Witness Confirmation
I confirm that the above-named individual has signed this acknowledgement in my presence.
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