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We’re continuing to advance several practical initiatives that enhance public spaces and support our community. One such proposal, brought forward by Cllr Brookes and approved in principle by Council, seeks to introduce restricted access to Cutts Close in alignment with Martyn’s Law. Preparations are underway to invite quotations for this work. Progress is currently paused while we await a response from English Heritage, whose input is essential before we proceed.
Separately, a hole has appeared on the grounds of Cutts Close, likely caused by an underground culvert. The area has been fenced off for safety. A quotation has been received for investigative and remedial works, and we’re awaiting further guidance from English Heritage before taking next steps.
Several practical motions are being brought to Council for approval at our October meeting, each designed to enhance public spaces and strengthen community infrastructure. These include a proposal to install a streetlight along the footpath from Burleigh Road, which would improve safety and visibility for pedestrians. Council will also consider an amendment to our flag flying policy to ensure it reflects both national guidance and local values. In addition, approval is being sought for the installation of metered electrical sockets in the Market Place to better support community events and local traders.
Each of these initiatives reflects our commitment to making Oakham safer, brighter, and more welcoming. We’ll continue to keep residents informed as these projects progress through Council.

As highlighted in our last newsletter, the team remains firmly committed to policy improvement. Work is already underway on a new Transparency Policy and a refreshed RCC Corporate Complaints Procedure—two key initiatives aimed at making governance clearer, fairer, and more accessible. While progress has temporarily paused due to current workload pressures, the foundations are in place and we’re excited to build momentum again soon.
Councillors are looking forward to the meeting with Rutland County Council at the end of the month. Their offer of dedicated time and support is a welcome boost to Oakham Town Council’s development, and we’re grateful for the opportunity to collaborate.
Internal Meetings this month
Another busy month preparing agendas, drafting meeting papers, and providing end-to-end support for our working groups and committees as well as holding meetings with individual councillors.

The Victoria Hall Working Group convened on 17 September and, in close collaboration with the Town Clerk and Admin Assistant, agreed a clear and coordinated plan to move forward. Work is now underway to assess refurbishment costs and explore potential revenue streams, with the objective of producing a robust and credible business viability plan. Engagement with financial experts is anticipated shortly to support this process and reinforce Oakham Town Council’s confidence in assuming sole trusteeship.
The office team is actively sourcing quotations from builders, solicitors, and charity law specialists to inform the next phase of decision-making. Subject to the timely receipt of professional advice and costings, a resolution will be brought to Full Council in November. Momentum is building, and every effort is being made to maintain progress.
In parallel, separate meetings have been held with a fellow councillor to review and refine previously proposed meeting minutes. These discussions have also addressed the introduction of financial item descriptions, with the aim of reducing in-chamber queries and enhancing confidence in the clarity and accuracy of our financial reporting.
Steady progress continues, underpinned by a shared commitment to transparency, diligence, and trust.
Church Wall
Following the meeting with the contractors the concerns raised regarding the repairs of the Church Wall has now been actioned and the unsightly join between the repaired section and the existing wall has been addressed and is looking much better, a significant improvement. 

Christmas Lights switch on
Cllr Wadsworth and the office team have begun planning this year’s Christmas Lights switch-on, with early ideas already bringing festive cheer. While details are still being finalised, we anticipate closing the High Street, Mill Street, and the Market Place to traffic, creating a safe and welcoming space for residents to gather and celebrate.
We’ve invited the Oakham School choir to perform seasonal favourites, and warm treats like mince pies and hot chocolate will be on offer to keep spirits high. It promises to be a joyful occasion, full of music, laughter, and community warmth as we welcome the festive season together.
Cicle International race,  Oakham Takes Centre Stage
Working in collaboration with Rutland County Council, we are preparing to welcome a landmark event to the heart of our community in 2026. The event runs over two days on 25th & 26th April.  Oakham will host both the start and finish of the Rutland CiCLE Classic; Britain’s premier one-day international cycle race. For the second time, our town centre becomes the focal point of this elite competition, placing Rutland firmly on the global cycling map.
More than 170 riders from 33 international teams will tackle a 180 km route through challenging terrain, weaving across rural lanes, off-road farm tracks, and scenic villages including Teigh, Wymondham, Knossington, Burrough-on-the-Hill, and Burley-on-the-Hill. The race will showcase Rutland’s unique landscape while delivering significant economic and community benefits—boosting footfall, supporting local businesses, and engaging residents through food fairs, activities at Oakham Castle, and events at Victoria Hall.
This is a proud moment for Rutland—a celebration of our countryside, our community spirit, and our growing reputation as a host of world-class events.
Oakham Hopper 
The next meeting of the Oakham Hopper is scheduled for mid-October
As previously stated this initiative to work closely with Rutland County Council reflects a shared ambition to make better use of existing resources while strengthening Oakham’s appeal as a welcoming, well-connected town; for residents, visitors, and event organisers alike.
Finance and Compliance Update
Preparations are underway to transition from the Council’s existing HSBC accounts, with new bank accounts which will be opened in readiness for the move.
In parallel, the Office will shortly present proposed amendments to the Financial Regulations for Full Council’s formal consideration. These revisions include the introduction of two supplementary appendices—Appendix 2: Authorising Expenditure and Appendix 3: Release of Funds for Significant Payments. Together, they are intended to strengthen financial governance and provide clearer, more structured guidance on payment authorisation and the release of funds, particularly in relation to higher-value transactions.
These updates reflect the Council’s ongoing commitment to transparency, accountability, and sound financial management
Hear ye, hear ye! A proclamation of cheer and tradition! 
At the next meeting of Full Council this October, members shall be invited to consider the recruitment of a Town Crier, a role steeped in heritage and civic pride. In keeping with custom, the prospective crier will attend in person, ringing her bell and delivering a spirited proclamation before the agenda item is formally introduced.
This lively interlude promises not only to entertain but to vividly illustrate the ceremonial charm and public-facing potential of the role. Let it be known: the voice of Oakham may soon ring out once more!
Adoption of a telephone kiosk
We’ve got a brilliant opportunity to adopt the iconic K6 Listed Kiosk in Oakham’s Market Place (LE15 6DT)—and it’s bursting with potential! Whether we choose to install a defibrillator (with BT kindly covering the power supply for seven years) or explore other creative uses, this little red box could become a real asset to the town.
From practical ideas to playful ones, the possibilities are wide open—and we’ll be diving into them at the next Full Council meeting. Watch this space!
Professional development 
We’re stepping up our support for councillor development and good governance with a few exciting updates. FiLCA training has been proposed for members of the Finance Working Group, with a funding paper heading to Full Council in October. At the same time, fresh copies of The Good Councillor’s Guide are on their way, and a newly updated information pack will soon be shared with all members to support onboarding and ongoing learning.
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