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	Meeting Type: Full Council
	Agenda Item: 22

	Date of Meeting: 08 October 2025
	

	

	OAKHAM TOWN COUNCIL

	

	Report Author: Cllr Ainsley
	Purpose: Decision / Discussion / Update 

	Title: Training - Financial Introduction to Local Council Administration

	Background:

The Financial Introduction to Local Council Administration (FILCA) is an online training course designed to support new Responsible Financial Officers (RFOs), council officers with financial duties, and councillors who wish to deepen their understanding of local council finance. It is tailored for parish and town councils across England and Wales.

The course is split into five modules, aligned with the annual financial cycle:
1. Roles & Responsibilities
2. Budget and Precept
3. Systems & Procedures
4. Internal Control and VAT
5. External Audit and Year End
Trainees will have 12 months’ access from the date of registration.

The course is fully online and self-paced, some learners complete it in a few days, others spread it out over several weeks or months depending on their schedule.

FILCA training costs £120 + VAT for both members and non-members of the Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC).

The budget for training for the current financial year is £1,800. 

	Proposal:

That council approves the following: 

1. FILCA Training Allocation: Priority access is given to the office team and Finance Working Group to support financial competence and statutory compliance.

2. Councillor Access and Budget Provision: Other councillors may apply for a place, subject to budget. 

3. Council approves capped expenditure of £960 which lies outside the approved budget for FY2025. The additional spend is justified to ensure the Town Clerk’s development programme is fully and reliably financed and supports financial competence and statutory compliance.
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