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	OAKHAM TOWN COUNCIL

	

	Report Author: Melanie Palmer
	Purpose: Decision / Discussion / Update 

	Title: Centenary Field Picnic Benches 

	To seek Council approval for the purchase and installation of picnic benches at Centenary Field, Oakham, including the provision for disabled-accessible benches and associated works to ensure safe and durable installation.

At a recent meeting, Cllr Sally-Anne Wadsworth requested that quotes be obtained for the addition of picnic benches to Centenary Field. Suggestions were received to include benches with disabled access and to consider recycling-friendly options.
The need for secure and long-lasting installation was identified, particularly to support wheelchair access and to prevent movement or damage over time.
A local builder was consulted regarding the best method for concreting in the picnic benches. The attached quotation covers the cost of concreting in one picnic bench. The builder’s advice reflects careful consideration of accessibility, safety, and durability.
The builder has indicated they will not undertake a “cheap” or temporary installation, to ensure the works are of a high standard and have a longer lifespan.

• Cost of disabled-accessible bench (per unit): £1230.35 (inc vat) per pad

• Total projected cost (e.g., 3 benches – 2 standard + 1 accessible): £2024.00
   - 
   - Total estimated cost: £3254.35 (inc vat)

Funding to be drawn from: (Chris – please advise which budget)

Risks & Considerations:
Proper concreting in reduces the risk of tipping, vandalism, and maintenance costs over time. The selected installation method prioritises wheelchair accessibility and long-term safety. Failing to concrete in the benches may compromise accessibility and increase future repair costs.
1. Builder’s quotation for concreting in picnic benches.
2. Sample images/specifications of proposed picnic benches (including accessible models).


	Proposal: 

1. Approves the purchase of picnic benches, including at least one disabled-accessible bench.
2. Approves the installation of benches as per the attached builder’s quote for concreting in.
3. Delegates authority to the Clerk to progress works within the agreed budget.
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