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	Report Author: Melanie Palmer
	Purpose: Decision / Discussion / Update 

	Title: Christmas Light Switch-On Event – Entertainment Provision

	

	Proposal: 
To seek Full Council approval for the proposed entertainment package for the Christmas Light Switch-On event on Sunday 23 November 2025.
The Christmas Light Switch-On is a key annual community event attracting residents, visitors, and local businesses. To enhance the festive atmosphere and encourage footfall, it is proposed to secure professional entertainment services that include interactive attractions and roaming performers.
A quote has been received for the supply, delivery, staffing, set-up, and pack-down of the following attractions:
Quote – includes delivery, 3 x Fun Experts, set up and pack down:
	Product
	Quantity
	Details

	Christmas Giant Snow Globe Hire (staffed by a Fun Expert)
	1
	• Wintery Backdrop (customisable if required)
• 6ft Snow-Covered Christmas Tree
• Filled with biodegradable snow and fluffy cotton snowballs for snowball fights
• Prop Snowman with Carrot Nose
• A selection of twinkly prop presents
• 2 x Fun Experts
• Power required within 25–30 metres

	Christmas Hook-a-Duck Stall Hire (staffed by a Fun Expert)
	1
	• Includes 50 x festive prizes

	Roaming Performers
	2
	• 1 x Stilt Walker – £280
• 1 x Fire Performer – £280
Total for roaming performers: £560


· Christmas Snow Globe & Hook-a-Duck Package: £1,745.00
· Stilt Walker & Fire Performer: £560.00
· Subtotal: £2,305.00
· VAT (20% on subtotal): £461.00
· Total (incl. VAT): £2,766.00
The total cost of £2,766.00 (including VAT) exceeds the current allocated Christmas Event budget for 2025/26.
However, Cllr Wadsworth has suggested an alternative cost centre that may be used to meet the additional expenditure, subject to Full Council’s approval.
Recommendation
That Full Council approves the entertainment package outlined above, including the stilt walker and fire performer, at a total cost of £2,766.00 (incl. VAT), and considers the use of an alternative cost centre as suggested by Cllr Wadsworth to cover the shortfall beyond the existing Christmas Event budget.



For completion by the office
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