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Proposal to amend the Flag Flying Policy to include the Rutland County Flag on Rutland Day, 13th September.

	


1. Background

Oakham Town Council currently maintains two flagpoles within the town. The council's existing flag flying policy dictates the occasions on which specific flags are to be flown.

The County of Rutland is a historic and significant administrative area, and its unique identity is a source of local pride. The Rutland County Flag, featuring the horseshoe and acorn emblem, is a recognised symbol of this identity.
Rutland Day, celebrated annually on 13th September, marks the anniversary of the first official mention of Rutland in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle in the year 938. This day serves as a focal point for celebrating the county's heritage, culture, and community spirit. It is an opportunity for residents and organisations across the county to show their pride in Rutland.
2. Proposal

It is proposed that Oakham Town Council amends its flag flying policy to include the flying of the Rutland County Flag on 13th September each year to mark Rutland Day.

This amendment would serve several purposes:
· Show Civic Pride: By flying the county flag on this designated day, the council would demonstrate its commitment to and pride in the wider Rutland community.
· Acknowledge a Significant Local Event: Rutland Day is an increasingly recognised and celebrated event. Participating in its observance would align the council with a key local tradition.
· Enhance Community Cohesion: This action would resonate with residents, reinforcing their sense of belonging and connection to both the town of Oakham and the County of Rutland.
· Foster a Positive Image: It would project an image of a proactive and community-focused council that is in touch with local sentiment and heritage.
3. Recommendation

It is recommended that Oakham Town Council formally approves the following motion:
"That the Oakham Town Council's Flag Flying Policy be amended to include the flying of the Rutland County Flag on 13th September each year to observe and celebrate Rutland Day."
