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	Benjamin Tassell
Town Clerk

Oakham Town Council

townclerk@oakhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
	Our Ref:

Your Ref:

Please Ask For:

Direct Dial

Email:


	OTC/ONE/Jan23
Jerry Barnes
(01572) 758385
(01572) 758307
jbarnes@rutland.gov.uk  


9 January 2023
Dear Benjamin,
Re: Oakham Town Council – Vacancy
The 14-day deadline since the notice of vacancy was posted following the resignation of Zoë Nealson.  The Town Council may now co-opt to fill the vacancy, noting that if it is filled, the term of office will be until the next ordinary election in May 2023.  If the vacancy is not filled by co-option it will be filled at the next ordinary elections in May 2023.
A person co-opted to fill a casual vacancy on a Parish Council must still fulfil the same criteria as a person being formally nominated for a candidate at an election.  This means that the person must either be on the 1 December 2022 Register of Electors for Oakham and/or during the previous 12 months prior to appointment by co-option, either have occupied as owner or tenant any land or premises in the parish or had their principal or only place of work in the parish or have resided either in the parish or within 3 miles of the parish boundary.

The person should also not be disqualified for election under Section 80 of the Local Government Act 1972.  Broadly, this relates to holding a paid office under the Town Council, bankruptcy, having been sentenced to a term of imprisonment of not less than 3 months without the option of a fine during the 5 years preceding the co-option, or being disqualified under any enactment relating to corrupt or illegal practices.

A copy of the Declaration of the Acceptance of Office and Register of Interests form are enclosed for the co-opted person to sign before taking part in a Council Meeting. Please supply a copy of the Code of Conduct, as adopted by the parish council, to the co-opted councillor for his/her reference.  Please inform me of the name and address of the person who is co-opted in due course.

If you require any further information or help in this matter, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely

[image: image1.png]



Mark Andrews
Electoral Registration Officer

cc:
Cllr J Dale, and Cllr A Walters, Ward Members
Enclosures:

1.
Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Councillor.

2.
Register of Members’ Interests.

